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BOSTONIAN  SOCIETY. 


FOURTEENTH    ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Fourteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bostonian  Society 
was  held  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  Old  State  House, 
on  Tuesday,  January  8,  1895,  at  3  P.  M.,  the  President,  Mr. 
Curtis  Guild,  in  the  chair. 

The  record  of  the  last  monthly  meeting  was  read  by  the 
Clerk,  and  approved. 

Thirty-six  candidates  recommended  by  the  Directors  were 
elected  to  membership  in  the  Society,  after  which  the  Presi- 
dent addressed  the  Society,  as  follows  : 

PRESIDENT    GUILD'S    ADDRESS. 

Fellow  Members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  : 

In  entering  upon  the  New  Year  it  is  gratifying  to  state 
that  the  Bostonian  Society  does  so  in  a  good  financial  condi- 
tion, and  with  improved  prospects  for  the  future. 

We  have  from  year  to  year  so  successfully  demonstrated 
the  value  of  a  popular  institution  like  this  to  our  city,  that 
we  have  received  from  the  different  mayors  encouragement 
which  has  been  gratifying,  and  I  am  confident  will  prove  an 
incentive  to  increased  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Society  and 
its  officers.  As  is  well  known,  the  Society  has  for  some  years 
past  suffered  for  lack  of  space,  and  has  made  effort  to  obtain 
additional  room  in  the  Old  State  House.  In  this  they  have 
been  unsuccessful  until  the  past  year,  when  the  office  of  In- 
spector of  Buildings  was  removed  to  the  old  Court  House. 


Application  was  then  made  to  the  Mayor  to  use  his  power 
-and  assign  to  us  the  vacated  rooms.  Hon.  Nathan  Matthews, 
Jr.,  who  then  occupied  the  Mayor's  chair,  was  quite  favorably 
disposed  towards  the  Society  and  its  work,  and  after  brief 
consideration  of  the  matter  assigned  the  vacated  rooms  to 
us,  furnishing  much  needed  space  for  our  field  of  operations. 
It  may  be  interesting  to  the  members  to  know  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  of  the  City  Government  expressed 
themselves  as  well  pleased  with  the  Society's  care  and  man- 
agement of  the  portion  of  the  building  it  already  occupied, 
and  in  favor  of  granting  the  additional  space. 

Indeed  it  is  now  the  general  opinion  that  the  whole  of  this 
historic  structure,  so  celebrated  in  the  early  history  of  the 
country,  should  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  Bostonian  Society 
as  custodians,  to  be  kept  as  a  repository  of  historic  mementoes 
of  Boston's  history,  and  freely  open  to  the  public.  That  good 
use  could  be  made  of  the  remaining  portion  now  under  lease, 
there  is  but  little  doubt,  and  I  recommend  that  a  proper 
committee  be  appointed  to  see  that  in  accordance  with  public 
desire  the  entire  building  may  be  placed  in  our  possession  as 
soon  as  the  leases  of  the  present  occupants  expire, 

UTILIZATION    OF     NEW    ROOMS. 

An  appreciation  of  the  additional  room  space  recently 
gained  was  soon  manifested.  Col.  Henry  Hastings,  of  the 
old  Boston  shipping  house  of  Henry  Hastings  &  Son,  noted 
in  its  day  as  owners  of  one  of  the  largest  fleets  of  American 
clipper  ships,  has  presented  to  the  Society  a  complete  set  of 
the  models  of  these  ships,  which  are  handsomely  mounted, 
and  exhibit  the  progress  in  that  branch  of  naval  architecture 
from  1847  to  1884.  These  models  with  explanatory  placards, 
charts,  and  engravings,  together  with  models  of  several  full- 
rigged  ships,  formerly  well  known  in  Boston  commerce,  have 
been  placed  in  a  room  devoted  exclusively  to  them,  and  Col. 
Hastings  very  generously  arranged  them,  and  provided  frames 
and  cases  at  his  own  expense,  to  the  amount  of  over  one 
hundred  dollars. 

The  Society  is  to  be  congratulated  in  becoming  possessor 
of  this  valuable  collection,  illustrating  as  it  does  the  progress 


of  Boston  shipbuilding  during  a  period  of  nearly  forty  years, 
and  showing  the  models  from  which  the  ships  were  con- 
structed. Without  the  room  recently  acquired  we  could  not 
have  received  this  important  addition. 

The  donation  of  the  portrait  of  Thomas  Blanchard,  the 
inventor,  by  Hon.  S.  S.  Blanchard,  and  the  gift  of  fifty  dollars 
by  Edward  I.  Browne,  Esq.,  to  pay  for  the  bookcase  placed 
in  the  new  library  room,  are  other  evidences  of  endorsement 
and  encouragement.  The  Society  have  fitted  up  the  outer 
apartment  of  those  recently  acquired,  on  the  lower  floor,  for 
an  exhibition  of  the  topography  of  Boston  ;  and  the  collec- 
tion is  interesting  as  exhibiting  the  .growth  of  our  city  and 
its  increase  of  territory  from  year  to  year ;  by  means  of  maps 
and  plans  displayed  there,  this  can  be  traced  from  the  earliest 
period  down  to  the  present  time. 

VALUE    OF    BEACON    HILL. 

This  feature  has  proved  quite  an  attractive  one,  and  among 
the  visitors  have  been  many  interested  students  of  Boston's 
history,  who  have  been  able  to  settle  disputed  opinions  with 
regard  to  certain  localities  by  means  of  these  maps  and  plans. 
These  also  reveal  some  curious  facts  respecting  the  former 
value  of  real  estate  in  our  city.  In  a  plan  of  Beacon  Hill  in 
1736,  carefully  drawn  from  old  documents  by  Alexander 
Miller,  civil  engineer,  and  presented  to  the  Society  by  Mr.  D. 
M.  Balfour,  we  find  that  the  whole  of  that  territory,  then  so 
designated,  was  owned  by  comparatively  few  individuals,  and 
their  possessions  were  reckoned  by  the  acre. 

Thus  Rev.  James  Allen  had  36^  acres,  and  Allen  Street 
was  named  for  him  ;  James  Bowdoin  2  acres,  a  portion  of 
which  is  now  Bowdoin  Street ;  John  Hancock  5^  acres  ;  we 
have  to-day  Hancock  Avenue  and  Hancock  Street.  Benj. 
Joy  (Joy  Street),  2J  acres.  C.  Southac,  2  acres.  Southac 
Street  is  now  called  Phillips  Street ;  the  name  ought  never 
to  have  been  changed.  Then  here  are  others  for  whom  streets 
were  also  named,  which  you  will  recognize  :  John  Staniford, 
6  acres  ;  Charles  Chambers,  4  acres  ;  John  Leverett,  4  acres  ; 
Mr.  Bulfinch,  2  acres,  besides  L.  Phillips,  who  had  9  acres  ; 
Richard    Middlecott,  4 ;    S.   Bannister,  8i,  and    J.  Singleton 


Copley,  20.  Of  course  these  estates  in  those  days  were  mere 
pastures  ;  they  were  owned  by  nineteen  proprietors  and  con- 
tained in  all  116  acres.  The  entire  property  was  sold  less 
than  a  century  ago  for  less  than  $40,000.  The  Assessors' 
valuation  of  the  same  territory  at  the  present  time  is  sixteen 
millions  of  dollars. 

It  may  be  interesting  in  this  connection  to  state  that  the 
first  brick  house  built  on  Beacon  Hill  was  erected  1804-5,  on 
the  western  corner  of  Walnut  and  Beacon  streets,  by  John 
Phillips,  Boston's  first  mayor. 

BOSTONIANA. 

The  two  inner  rooms  opening  from  the  topographical  room 
have  been  fitted  up  as  an  office  for  the  Secretary,  and  the 
Directors'  room.  In  these  two  apartments  has  been  placed 
the  Library  of  the  Society,  which  contains  a  choice  and  con- 
stantly increasing  collection  of  Bostoniana,  for  which  there 
is  at  present  ample  accommodation.  These  rooms,  like  the 
others  in  charge  of  the  Society,  are  freely  open  to  those 
wishing  to  consult  its  authorities,  and  afford  rare  opportunity 
for  the  student  of  Boston's  history  in  any  department. 
Ladies  as  well  as  gentlemen  can  freely  use  the  Library,  and 
an  attendant  is  always  at  hand,  when  the  rooms  are  open,  to 
render  assistance  in  obtaining  any  book  that  may  be  required. 
The  basement  will  ere  long  be  made  the  depository  of  other 
interesting  memorials  of  Boston's  history. 

Meanwhile  the  Society,  which  has  hitherto  been  obliged 
to  decline  many  valuable  contributions  on  account  of  lack  of 
space  to  properly  display  them,  is  now  in  condition  to  receive 
any  such  which  may  be  given  or  loaned,  and  to  place  them 
where,  under  proper  care,  they  can  be  inspected  by  the  public. 
Contributions  to  the  Library  will  be  especially  acceptable. 

The  Hastings  collection  of  models  of  clipper  ships  to  which 
I  have  referred,  was  placed  in  the  room  formerly  occupied  by 
the  custodians,  and  is  an  interesting  object  lesson  of  Boston's 
commercial  enterprise  in  the  period  mentioned,  and  excites  a 
feeling  of  pride  for  the  merchants  of  our  city  of  those  days 
who  did  so  much  towards  carrying  the  American  flag  and 
American  commerce  into  foreign  ports. 


BOSTON  S    FOREIGN    COMMERCE. 

The  contemplation  and  recollection  of  what  Boston  has 
done  in  the  past  suggests  the  thought  of  what  she  might  do 
in  the  present  and  in  the  future.  And  we  are  carrying  out 
one  of  the  objects  of  the  Society,  to  promote  the  study  of 
the  history  of  Boston,  by  glancing  at  the  state  of  her  foreign 
commerce,  and  the  demands  which  it  makes  upon  her  citizens. 
The  increase  of  late  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  port  is 
gratifying,  and  now  that  steamship  service  is  to  be  enlarged, 
ample  dockage  facilities  should  be  provided. 

CHANNEL    IMPROVEMENT. 

Another  matter  which  has  had  an  important  bearing  on  the 
commerce  of  Boston  is  in  the  way  of  accomplishment.  This 
is  the  deepening  and  widening  of  the  main  ship  channel  from 
the  Narrows  to  Nantasket  Roads,  to  a  thousand  feet  in  width 
and  twenty-seven  in  depth  at  mean  low  water.  The  work  has 
been  so  far  advanced  that  the  present  appropriation  of  $190,000 
will  very  nearly  complete  it.  The  old  width  of  the  channel 
was  six  hundred  feet,  and  twenty-three  feet  in  depth  at  mean 
low  water.  This  width  was  insufficient  for  long  steamers,  in 
view  of  the  cross  currents,  and  as  the  agent  of  the  Cunard 
line  said  last  year,  owners  did  not  like  to  trust  these  big  craft 
to  enter.  About  the  time  the  large  ships  building  for  Boston 
trade  are  completed,  however,  this  difficulty  will  be  removed, 
and  those  vessels  can  enter  and  traverse  the  ship  channel  at 
any  stage  of  the  tide. 

When  this  width  of  a  thousand  feet  has  been  obtained, 
vessels  of  any  length  will  be  able  to  steam  safely  past  Fort 
Warren,  and  if  necessary  find  secure  and  deep  anchorage  be- 
hind it. 

The  accomplishment  of  this  work  will  give  Boston  the 
most  accessible  harbor  of  any  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  the 
benefits  of  this,  together  with  our  nearer  position  to  Liver- 
pool, will  not  be  lost  upon  merchants  and  shipowners,  if  the 
people  and  business  interests  of  the  city  do  their  part. 

The  necessity  of  enlarging  our  facilities  for  handling  foreign 
commerce  promptly,  is  a  pressing  one  for  the  future  success 
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of  the  port.  Boston  cannot  lose  her  hold  on  this  commerce 
without  suffering  decadence  as  a  mart  for  domestic  trade,  and 
as  a  financial  centre.  We  have  made  gains  in  the  past ;  the 
city  has  grown  rapidly,  but  a  more  determined  effort  is  neces- 
sary, not  only  to  expand  our  business  but  to  maintain  our 
position. 

boston's  commercial  importance. 

Boston  is  still  the  second  port  of  the  United  States,  but 
the  competition  is  growing  sharper.  Places  which  did  not 
exist,  such  as  Newport  News,  when  Boston  was  the  seat  of  a 
great  foreign  trade,  or  which,  like  Baltimore,  were  relatively 
of  small  importance  in  this  particular,  have  come  to  command 
a  large  business,  and  are  determinedly  pressing  after  more. 
Handicapped  to  some  extent  against  our  rivals,  by  the  longer 
railroad  haul  to  this  city  from  the  West,  our  advantages  of 
being  nearer  to  Liverpool  and  on  a  fine  harbor  opening  to  the 
sea,  are  not  sufficient  compensation  unless  supplemented  by 
the  most  ample  and  economical  facilities  for  transshipment  of 
ocean  freight.  For  this  an  improved  and  comprehensive  dock 
system  is  needed. 

Mr.  Wm.  H.  Lincoln,  a  well  known  Boston  merchant  and 
steamship  owner,  in  an  excellent  address  recently  delivered 
before  the  members  of  the  Real  Estate  Exchange,  gave  the 
following  important  facts  :  — 

"Boston  holds  at  the  present  time  the  second  place  among 
the  great  commercial  ports  of  the  land.  One  would  be  led 
to  suppose  from  articles  sometimes  published  in  the  papers, 
and  from  speeches  delivered  on  certain  occasions,  that  our 
port  was  rapidly  going  into  a  decline,  that  our  business  was 
leaving  us  for  more  favored  ports,  and  that  grass  was  growing 
upon  our  unoccupied  wharves.     But  such  is  not  the  case. 

"In  1877  we  loaded  100  steamships  for  ports  in  Europe; 
in  1882  there  were  loaded  208  steamships,  and  there  will  be 
at  least  360  sailings  the  present  year.  Bear  in  mind,  also, 
and  it  is  a  most  important  fact,  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
present  steamships  have  twice  the  capacity  of  those  that 
were  running  five  years  ago,  so  that  as  compared  with  1882 
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we  shall  have  increased  our  tonnage  equal  to  540  sailings. 
Surely  this  should  satisfy  the  most  obdurate  pessimist." 

The  natural  advantages  of  the  port  render  the  expansion  of 
our  commerce  comparatively  easy  to  attain.  Two  hundred 
miles  nearer  Europe  than  any  competing  port,  enjoying  a 
first-class  harbor,  in  some  respects  the  best  on  the  coast,  pos- 
sessed of  an  extensive  trade,  and  ranking  second  among 
American  cities  in  the  volume  of  foreign  commerce,  there 
are  no  obstacles  to  her  future  progress  which  will  not  yield  to 
effort  and  enterprise  on  the  part  of  her  citizens. 

Two  things  are  especially  needed  to  insure  Boston's  com- 
mercial development  :  Railroad  connection  with  the  West 
controlled  in  the  interest  of  the  city,  and  enlarged  dock  facil- 
ities, those  we  have  at  present  being  outgrown.  To  the 
latter  question  the  business  organizations  of  the  port  and  the 
City  Government  certainly,  it  seems  should  address  them- 
selves. Moreover  it  is  but  common  justice  that  this  port 
should  receive  its  fair  proportion  of  aid  from  the  National 
Government. 

GOVERNMENT    AID. 

Let  us  glance  at  what  has  been  done  in  this  direction  by 
the  Government  for  other  ports  of  far  less  importance  than 
our  own,  and  cite  a  few  reasons  why  Boston  should  be  at 
least  equally  favored. 

In  1890  six  millions  and  a  half  were  set  aside  for  the  har- 
bor of  Galveston,  and  only  1^125,000  for  Boston.  In  1892  the 
harbors  of  Georgia  were  cared  for  to  the  extent  of  1^3,500,000, 
those  of  South  Carolina  to  the  extent  of  ^2,380,000.  Boston's 
appropriation  was  ^250,000. 

Even  in  1894  Boston  stood  third  as  a  port  of  import  and 
second  as  a  port  of  export.  In  the  combined  value  of  exports 
and  imports  Boston  stands  second  only  to  New  York  among 
the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  not  generally  known,  but  it  is  a  fact,  that  Boston  does 
a  larger  freight  business  with  Great  Britain  than  any  other 
port  in  the  United  States.  New  York's  tonnage  is  so  largely 
used  for  passenger  service  that  the  steam  tonnage  plying  for 
freight  between  Boston  and  British  ports  is  actually  larger. 
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During  December,  1894,  seventeen  steamers  sailed  from 
Boston  for  Liverpool,  nine  steamers  from  Boston  for  London, 
and  three  from  Boston  for  Glasgow.  The  tonnage  of  these 
vessels  ranged  from  5,000  to  8,000  tons. 

The  Leyland  Line  is  now  building  three  new  steamers  for 
Boston,  each  of  which  is  520  feet  long.  The  Warren  Line 
is  building  one,  and  the  Cunard  Line  two. 

New  York  is  always  carefully  pampered,  and  millions  of 
dollars  are  spent  on  Southern  harbors  where  the  arrival  of  a 
schooner  is  an  event.  The  niggardly  policy  pursued  by  the 
National  Government  toward  this  port  is  a  disgrace  which 
should  act  as  the  keenest  sort  of  spur  on  Massachusetts  Con- 
gressmen and  Senators. 

The  talk  of  municipal  ownership  of  docks  has  excited  some 
attention,  but  the  present  condition  of  the  city  treasury 
seems  to  place  that  scheme  in  the  background.  We  do  need, 
however,  a  new  dry  dock.  It  is  extraordinary  that  steamers 
should  make  a  terminus  of  a  port  where  there  are  no  facilities 
for  thorough  repairs  to  an  injured  vessel. 

There  is  now  a  dry  dock  at  Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  but  it 
was  built  in  the  days  when  vessels  250  feet  long  were  re- 
garded as  large.  The  new  steamers  that  are  to  ply  between 
Boston  and  Great  Britain  are  520  feet  long  and  55  feet  wide. 
The  old  dry  dock  should  be  rebuilt.  Its  length  should  be 
doubled  and  its  width  increased.  It  should  be  at  least  600 
feet  long  and  65  feet  wide.  The  present  dock  will  not  even 
accommodate  our  largest  coastwise  steamers,  nor  the  men-of- 
war  of  our  new  navy. 

It  would  cost  perhaps  a  million  dollars  to  make  the  altera- 
tions. If  Congress  can,  however,  pour  out,  not  one,  but  many 
millions  of  dollars  on  cities  that  do  not  contribute  materially 
towards  the  support  of  the  Government,  it  should  certainly 
afford  one  million  for  a  modern  dry  dock  for  the  second  port 
in  the  United  States. 

HISTORY    AND    ANTIQUITIES. 

Many  interesting  papers  have  been  read  at  the  monthly 
meetings  of  the  Society ;  a  majority  of  these  have  been  valu- 
able  chapters   on   Boston's  past   history.     While  welcoming 


these  contributions,  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  recent  or 
present  progress  of  events  in  our  city,  and  must  seek  to  have 
their  probable  effect,  and  the  best  methods  of  turning  them 
to  account,  presented  to  us  by  men  of  experience  and  skill 
in  the  different  departments  of  business,  as  well  as  in  litera- 
ture, art  and  political  economy. 

The  preservation  of  certain  antiquities,  especially  such  as 
are  national  mementoes  in  Boston,  has  been  previously  al- 
luded to  in  annual  addresses,  and  the  importance  of  such 
action  has  never  been  greater  than  at  present. 

The  commercial  value  of  antiquities  in  a  city  may  actually 
be  reckoned  in  current  funds  by  the  increased  attraction 
which  they  offer  to  visitors.  The  Old  State  House,  the  Old 
South  Church,  Bunker  Hill  Monument,  Boston  Common  and 
Faneuil  Hall  are  objects  of  interest  to  educated  people  all 
over  the  world,  wherever  the  history  of  America  is  read,  and 
as  such  should  be  jealously  guarded. 

It  is  hoped  by  many  that  ere  long  our  City  Government 
may  recognize  the  utility  of  preserving  Faneuil  Hall  free  and 
clear  from  any  business  purposes  whatever,  to  be  kept  as  one 
of  Boston's  historic  mementoes.  The  building  might  be 
utilized  as  an  armory  and  military  museum,  and  the  Ancient 
and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  made  its  custodians,  a 
corps  that  could  readily  convert  it  into  a  museum  of  Boston's 
military  history  and  of  pictures  of  noted  men  who  have 
spoken  within  its  walls,  distinguished  themselves  as  states- 
men or  warriors ;  and  it  could  be  made  also  a  repository  of 
other  memorials  connected  with  the  time-honored  Cradle  of 
Liberty. 

MEMORIAL    TABLETS. 

Memorial  tablets  marking  various  historic  localities  in 
Boston  have  been  placed  at  several  points  by  the  City 
Government  and  by  this  Society. 

One  notable  locality  has  not  as  yet  been  so  indicated.  I 
refer  to  the  site  of  the  "Bunch  of  Grapes"  tavern  which 
existed  as  early  as  17 12,  and  was  situated  at  the  corner  of 
Mackerel  Lane,  now  Kilby  Street,  and  King  Street,  now 
State  Street.     Few  of  the  ancient  inns  of  Boston  occupy  so 
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prominent  a  position  in  our  early  history  as  this.  Within  its 
walls  Governor  Burnet  had  a  hearty  reception  in  1728. 
Lafayette  was  there  in  1784.  The  early  meetings  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati were  held  there,  and  those  of  the  first  lodge  of  Free- 
masons in  America.'  General  Washington  and  other  generals 
attended  meetings  of  the  Cincinnati  and  Masonic  meetings 
within  its  walls,  and  in  1776,  when  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence was  promulgated,  the  royal  emblems  of  crown,  lion 
and  unicorn  were  burned  in  a  bonfire  before  it. 

There  certainly  ought  to  be  a  memorial  tablet  conspicuously 
placed  upon  the  building  now  covering  the  site  of  this  his- 
toric old  tavern. 

A    BOSTON    COLLECTION. 

Accessions  are  being  made  and  contributions  will  be  gladly 
received  of  mementoes  of  Boston's  history,  or  volumes  re- 
lating to  it,  its  business  or  its  people  ;  and  while  on  this  sub- 
ject I  would  state  that  our  collection  is  intended  to  illustrate 
Boston's  history,  and  that  the  antiquities  we  here  preserve 
are  intended  to  be  only  those  of  or  relating  to  the  city. 

This  statement  is  made  to  correct  the  misapprehension 
that  the  Old  State  House  is  a  mere  antiquarian  museum,  and 
that  any  object  that  is  old,  be  it  a  cannon  ball  found  on  the 
field  of  Waterloo,  an  Egyptian  amulet,  or  a  relic  from  ancient 
Rome,  would  be  most  acceptable.  In  fact  it  is  often  neces- 
sary to  decline  articles  of  antiquarian  value  simply  for  the 
reason  that  they  have  no  relation  whatever  to  Boston's  his- 
tory, and,  in  fact,  none  such  should  find  place  here,  for  the 
reason  that  they  may  militate  in  some  degree  against  our 
efforts  to  promote  the  study  of  the  history  of  Boston  and  the 
preservation  of  Boston's  antiquities,  by  drawing  attention  to 
those  of  a  different  nature  and  description. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Directors,  the  reports  of  the 
Treasurer,  Committees  on  Rooms,  Membership,  and  the  Li- 
brary, to  which  I  shall  ask  your  attention,  will  present  in 
detail  the  transactions  of  their  several  departments,  the  pro- 
gress that  has  been  made  in  them,  and  their  present  condition. 

1  Two  of  the  "  Bunches  "  which  once  adorned  it  are  now  hanging  in  the 
Masonic  Temple. 
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The  Society  is  indebted  to  the  Press,  the  City  Government 
and  the  public  generally,  for  the  encouragement  its  efforts 
have  received,  and  I  am  confident  will  strive  to  continue  to 
deserve  it. 

Let  me  now  invite  your  attention  to  the  report  of  your 
Board  of  Directors. 


REPORT   OF   THE   DIRECTORS. 

Mr.  Hamilton  A.  Hill,  in  behalf  of  the  Directors,  presented 
their  Annual  Report,  and  it  was  accepted. 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Members  of  the  Bos- 
tonian  Society: 

The  Directors,  in  accordance  with  custom  in  this  and  sim- 
ilar organizations,  beg  to  present  their  annual  report. 
At  the  close  of  1894  there  were  in  the  Society, 

Life  Members,      ......         336 

Annual  Members,  .....         617 


953 


The  changes  in  the  membership  during  the  year  were  as 
follows  :  Additions,  ZZ  ;  dropped  from  the  rolls,  27  ;  resigna- 
tions, 21 ;  deaths,  22.     The  net  gain  was  18. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  this  building  in  1894,  who  regis- 
tered their  names,  was  17,060.  They  have  been  classified  as 
follows  : 

From  Boston,     ......         4,867 

"      elsewhere  in  the  United  States,       .       11,232 
"      Foreign  Countries,  .         .         .  961 


17,060 


The  Directors  feel  justified  in  saying  that  the  Old  State 
House  holds  a  recognized,  and,  as  they  believe,  a  permanent, 
place  in  the  estimation  of  the  public,  in  the  class  of  historical 
buildings  which  includes  Faneuil  Hall ;  Carpenter's  Hall  and 
Independence  Hall,  in  Philadelphia;  and  St.  John's  Church 
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in  Richmond.  Its  position  has  been  made  the  more  sure 
during  the  last  year,  by  the  policy  definitely  adopted  by  the 
City  Government  for  putting  the  entire  building  in  charge  of 
the  Society  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  eastern  rooms  on 
the  lower  floor,  when  vacated  in  the  month  of  September  by 
the  Department  for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings,  were  for- 
mally surrendered  to  the  care  of  the  Society,  and  on  the  I2th 
of  November,  His  Honor,  Mayor  Matthews,  sent  a  special 
message  to  the  City  Council,  in  which  he  said  : 

"It  has  long  seemed  to  me  that  the  Old  State  House 
should  be  preserved  rather  as  an  historic  monument  than 
used  for  commercial  purposes,  and  advantage  was  accordingly 
taken  of  the  completion  of  the  new  Court  House  to  remove 
into  the  old  Court  House  the  Department  for  the  Inspection 
of  Buildings,  which  for  many  years  had  occupied  a  portion  of 
the  Old  State  House,  and  to  place  this  historic  building  in  the 
charge  and  care  of  the  Bostonian  Society,  an  organization 
specially  qualified  for  the  task. 

"  Unless,  therefore,  the  City  Council  shall  otherwise  order, 
the  entire  building  will  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  Bostonian 
Society  as  rapidly  as  the  outstanding  leases  fall  in." 

The  message  also  recommends  a  reduction  of  the  rent  paid 
to  the  City  by  the  Bostonian  Society  to  a  nominal  sum. 

This  enlarged  trust  the  Society  is  prepared  to  accept,  for 
the  benefit,  not  so  much  of  its  own  members,  or  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  only,  but  of  all  in  every  place  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  history  of  our  city,  and  in  the  perpetuation  of 
every  object  that  illustrates  it.  The  new  rooms  on  the  lower 
floor  have  been  fitted  up  for  the  use  of  the  Society,  and  for 
the  more  satisfactory  display  of  its  acquisitions.  Additional 
bookcases  have  been  provided  for  the  library,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  will  soon  contain  every  important  work  relating  to 
the  history  and  biography  of  Boston.  The  cooperation  of 
individual  members  is  invited  to  this  end,  especially  of  those 
who  have  themselves  added  by  their  writings  to  the  historical 
literature  of  our  city. 

It  is  interesting  to  remember  in  this  connection,  that  the 
first  public  library  in  Boston  had  its  home  on  the  site  which 
we  now  occupy.     Captain  Robert  Keayne,  when  providing  in 
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his  will  for  the  erection  of  a  town  house  in  the  market-place, 
gave  directions  for  setting  apart  one  room  for  library  purposes 
and  bequeathed  certain  books  as  a  nucleus.  The  Rev.  John 
Oxenbridge,  of  the  First  Church,  who  died  twenty  years 
later,  in  1674,  left  some  books  to  "the  public  library  in 
Boston,"  among  them  Augustine's  Works  in  six  volumes.  In 
1686,  the  town  records  mention  "the  library  room  at  the  east 
end  of  the  town  house,"  and  it  was  in  this  room  that  Sir 
Edmund  Andros,  on  his  arrival,  conferred  with  the  ministers 
of  the  town  in  reference  to  the  use  of  one  or  more  of  the 
meeting-houses  for  Church  of  England  services. 

The  first  town  house,  which  was  a  wooden  building,  was 
destroyed  in  the  disastrous  fire  of  171 1.  Judge  Sewall,  writ- 
ing of  this  fire  to  Jeremiah  Dummer,  said  :  "  In  our  Boston 
Library  several  valuable  books  were  lost,  as  the  Polyglott 
Bible,  the  London  Criticks,  Thuanus's  History,  a  Manuscript 
in  two  Folios  left  by  Capt.  Keayne  the  Founder,  etc.^  The 
ancient  Halberts  that  were  formerly  carried  before  the  Gover- 
nour  were  now  prepared  for  their  urn  ;  and  the  chair  of  the 
present  Governour  (I  will  not  mention  the  Councillors'  Seats), 
a  good  Clock,  and  which  was  more  worth,  the  Queen's  Arms." 

The  following  papers  were  read  at  our  monthly  meetings 
in  1894 : 

February  13  :  "  Reminiscences  of  American  Clipper  Ships," 
by  the  Rev.  Joshua  P.  Bodfish. 

March  13  :  "  Old  Boston  Wharves  and  their  Old-Time  Asso- 
ciations," by  Mr.  Frank  H.  Forbes. 


1  Captain  Keayne's  will  mentions  four  manuscript  volumes.  Of  these,  one 
is  in  the  possession  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society;  another  has  re- 
cently been  identified  in  the  library  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  Prov- 
idence ;  the  others  are  accounted  for  by  Judge  Sewall  in  the  letter  quoted  above. 
On  a  fly-leaf  at  the  end  of  the  first  volume  is  the  following,  in  the  handwriting  of 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Sewall  :  "  Miki  missies  est  Junii  die  uiidecimo  I'j^.'j  J.  S.  ex  cog- 
nate S.  T.,  Warreiisii."  S.  T.  is  supposed  to  stand  for  Solomon  Townsend,  min- 
ister of  Warren,  R.  I.,  from  1743  to  1796.  On  the  fly-leaf  of  the  volume  in 
Providence,  in  the  handwriting  of  Captain  Keayne,  is  the  following:  "Robert 
Keayne  of  Bost :  New  England  his  book  1643  price  6s." 
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April  lo:  "The  Dutch  Pirates  in  Boston  in   1674-5,"  by 
the  Rev.  George  M.  Bodge. 

May  8  :  "The  Early  History  of  Chauncy  Hall  School," 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Gushing. 

October  16  :  "  Our  Old  Streets  and  Highways,"  by  Mr.  C. 
W.  Ernst. 

November  13  :  "The  Apostle  Eliot's  Work  at  Nonantum," 
by  Mr.  William  C.  Bates. 

December  11:  "A  Brief  Historical  Sketch  of  Boston 
Light,"  by  Mr.  Rufus  G.  F.  Candage. 

Mr.  Bodfish's  paper,  and  that  read  by  Mr.  Hill,  November, 
1893,  on  "Boston  and  Liverpool  Packet  Lines,  —  Sail  and 
Steam,"  have  been  printed  in  the  New  England  Magazine. 
It  has  been  the  purpose  of  the  Directors  to  awaken  an  inter- 
est in  the  present  generation,  in  the  history  of  the  ocean 
commerce  of  the  port,  the  conditions  of  which  have  changed 
so  greatly  during  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years.  With  this 
object  in  view,  arrangements  were  made,  early  in  the  year, 
for  an  exhibition  in  this  room,  of  paintings  of  ships,  princi- 
pally of  the  famous  clippers  of  the  decade  1850  to  i860, 
which  attracted  much  attention,  and  which  will  be  more 
particularly  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Rooms.  As  one  result  of  this  exhibition,  we  have  the 
Hastings  collection  of  ships'  models,  the  generous  gift  of  Mr. 
Henry  Hastings,  which  will  also  be  described  in  the  same 
report. 

The  Directors  are  ready  to  make  room  and  to  care  for 
another  memento,  and  a  most  suggestive  one,  of  Boston  en- 
terprise on  the  high  seas.  It  has  been  reported  in  the  papers, 
that  in  the  changes  now  in  progress  in  the  State  House  on 
Beacon  Hill,  the  codfish  which,  since  the  present  century 
began,  has  hung  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
is  to  be  removed.  If  this  relic  of  the  past  is  to  be  taken  down 
and  laid  aside,  it  should  be  brought  back  to  these  halls,  where 
it  was  first  hung,  in  1784,  at  the  instance  of  that  able  and 
patriotic  merchant,  John  Rowe.     The  legislative  record  under 
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date  of  Wednesday,  March  17,  1784,  is  as  follows:  "Mr. 
Rowe  moved  the  House  that  leave  might  be  given  to  hang  up 
the  representation  of  a  codfish  in  the  room  where  the  House 
sit,  as  a  memorial  of  the  importance  of  the  cod  fishery  to  the 
welfare  of  this  Commonwealth  as  had  been  usual  formerly. 
The  said  motion  being  seconded,  the  question  was  put,  and 
leave  given  for  the  purpose  aforesaid."  It  is  evident  from 
the  words  "as  had  been  usual  formerly,"  that  there  was  noth- 
ing new  in  Mr.  Rowe's  proposition,  and  that  his  desire  was 
simply  to  restore  to  the  walls  an  emblem  which  had  previously, 
and  probably  for  many  years,  hung  upon  them,  in  recognition 
of  an  industry  which  had  been  of  the  greatest  value  to  the 
people  of  Massachusetts  from  the  beginning.  A  Boston 
newspaper  writer  in  1779  said  :  "The  Newfoundland  fishery 
is  a  source  of  wealth  as  valuable  to  us,  as  the  hills  of  Potosi 
to  the  Spaniards  ;  "  and  this  was  well  understood  by  the  sturdy 
diplomatist,  John  Adams,  who,  as  a  negotiator  with  Great 
Britain,  refused  to  make  any  treaty  of  peace  which  did  not 
acknowledge  the  right  of  the  American  people  to  use  the 
deep-sea  fisheries  as  freely  as  they  had  done  since  their  first 
arrival  on  these  shores. 

NECROLOGY. 

The  Necrology  of  the  year  is  as  follows  : 

William  Stevens  Houghton,  born  in  Boxboro,  23  June,  18 16, 
died  in  Boston,  3  January. 

William  Gordon  Means,  born  in  Amherst,  N.  H.,  27  April, 
18 1 5,  died  in  Boston,  4  January. 

Edward  Motley,   born   in   Boston,  27  January,  18 16,  died   in 
Boston,  8  January. 

Edmund   Ouincy,  born  in   Boston,  11   August,  1834,  died   in 
Boston,  8  January, 

John  Brooks  Fenno,  born  in  Charlestown,  3  March,  18 16,  died 
in  Boston,  14  February. 

Rufus  Smith  Frost,  born  in  Marlborough,  N.  H.,  18  July,  1826, 
died  in  Chicago,  111.,  6  March. 
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Edwin  Forbes  Waters,  born  in  Petersham,  7  July,  1822,  died 
in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  18  April. 

(Miss)  Sarah  Parker,  born  in  Dorchester,  21  December,  1828, 
died  in  Roxbury,  19  April. 

Charles  Greenleaf  Wood,  born  in  Newburyport,  28  July,  1822, 
died  in  Boston,  21  April. 

Charles  Augustus  Wilkins   Crosby,  born   in   Rogers   Island, 
Me.,  20  November,  183 1,  died  in  Boston,  22  April. 

Edward  Jackson  Lowell,  born   in   Boston,  18   October,  1845, 
died  in  Cotuit,  i  May. 

Waldo  Higginson,  born  in  Boston,  i  May,  18 14,  died  in  Bos- 
ton, 4  May. 

Thomas  Niles,   born   in   Boston,    25   January,    1825,   died  in 
Perugia,  Italy,  18  May. 

Theodore  Chase,  born  in  Boston,  4  February,  1832,  died  in 
Boston,  18  May. 

Charles  Augustus  Greene,  born  in  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  19  April, 
1824,  died  in  Arlington,  15  June. 

Francis  Asbury  Waterhouse,  born  in  Scarboro,  Me.,  27  Jan- 
uary, 1835,  died  in  Paris,  France,  30  June. 

Alonzo   Bond  Wentworth,  born  in    Somersworth,  N.   H.,  28 
March,  1840,  died  in  Dedham,  12  July. 

Thomas   Bradford   Dill,  born   in    Boston,  5    December,   1830, 
died  in  Medford,  29  September. 

Joseph  Swain  Lovering,  born  in  Boston,  4  July,  1809,  died  in 
Boston,  7  October. 

Samuel  Hammond  Russell,  born  in  Boston,  3  January,  1823, 
died  in  Boston,  24  October. 

Charles  Stewart  Kendall,  born   in   Boston,  9  January,  1812, 
died  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  27  November. 

(Mrs.)  Ellen  Everett  Mather,  born  in  Cambridge,  28  August, 
1820,  died  in  Boston,  30  December. 

Messrs.  Fenno,  Waters,  Crosby,  Chase,  Wentworth,  Dill, 
and  Russell,  and  Miss  Parker,  were  Life  Members. 
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It  is  fitting  that  special  mention  be  made  in  this  report  of 
Mr.  Samuel  H.  Russell,  who  was  one  of  the  founders  of  this 
Society,  and,  from  the  beginning,  one  of  the  most  active  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rooms.  Our  honored  associate  was  deeply  inter- 
ested in  everything  relating  to  his  native  State  and  city.  He 
was  for  many  years,  as  his  father  had  been  before  him,  an 
active  member  and  officer  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument 
Association,  and,  if  he  had  survived,  he  would,  no  doubt,  have 
succeeded  to  its  presidency.  His  work  with  us  was  of  the 
greatest  value,  and  our  collections  are  enriched  by  many 
objects  which  he  placed  at  our  disposal.  The  interest  in  our 
proceedings  and  in  our  prosperity,  which  he  had  manifested 
for  so  many  years,  continued  with  him  to  the  last. 

As  a  Society  representing  Boston  and  its  history, — -its. 
remote  and  its  immediate  past,  —  we  should  not  fail  to  make 
mention  to-day  of  three  of  our  most  eminent  men,  who  have 
died  during  the  last  three  months,  and  who,  although  not 
included  in  our  membership,  reflected  high  honor  on  our  city 
by  their  lives  and  services,  and  always  evinced  the  greatest 
interest  in  everything  relating  to  its  past  history  and  present 
welfare.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  Robert  Charles  Winthrop 
and  George  Edward  Ellis,  were  loyally  attached  to  the  city 
which  was  their  home,  and  where  two  of  them  were  born. 
During  their  protracted  lives  of  fourscore  years  and  more, 
they  saw  Boston  develop  from  a  town  of  less  than  thirty 
thousand  inhabitants  to  a  metropolitan  centre  of  more  than 
half  a  million,  and  they  witnessed  other  changes,  in  topogra- 
phy, in  customs,  and  in  institutions,  no  less  remarkable.^ 
These  changes  Dr.  Ellis  has  described  with  graphic  pen  : 

"  What  was  once  the  narrowest  point  of  the  peninsula  is 
now  its  broadest   stretch   of  land  between   two   inner   bays. 

1  The  successive  changes  in  the  streets  of  Boston,  so  far  as  private  residences 
are  concerned,  which  have  taken  place  during  the  last  eighty  years,  are  illus- 
trated by  the  various  localities  in  which  Mr.  Winthrop  lived.  Born,  in  1809,  in 
the  Bowdoin  mansion  near  the  head  of  Milk  Street,  he  afterwards  lived  at  2 
Hamilton  Place,  7  Tremont  Place,  21  Summer  Street,  i  Pemberton  Square,  145 
Beacon  Street,  and  90  Marlborough  Street. 
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The  costliest  edifices  are  reared  on  sand  and  gravel  brought 
in  from  the  country  twenty  miles  distant,  on  foundations  of 
piling  and  granite,  from  forest  and  quarry.  Its  land  area  has 
been  nearly  trebled.  Its  sea-margin  has  been  fringed  succes- 
sively by  piers  and  wharves  extending  further  into  deep 
water,  and  giving  to  it  on  the  map  the  appearance  of  a  centi- 
pede. We  need  not  exempt  even  the  amphibious  territory  of 
Holland  from  the  sweep  of  the  statement,  that  more  of 
expense  and  labor  and  artificial  construction  has  been  laid 
out  on  the  land  surface  of  Boston  than  upon  any  other  equal 
space  of  the  earth.  The  leveling  of  hills,  the  reclaiming  of 
alluvial  and  marshy  basins,  the  grading  of  declivities,  the 
opening  and  broadening  of  highways,  and  the  coating  of  stone 
and  brick  laid  over  the  original  soil,  present  visible  evidences 
to  the  eye  of  continued  and  still  uncompleted  processes." 

And,  again:  "Within  the  memories  of  those  still  in  life 
here  in  Boston,  elements  and  influences,  peoples  and  institu- 
tions, have  been  subjected  to  such  radical  and  marvellous 
changes,  as  to  make  it  equally  futile  and  vain  to  ask  what  the 
place,  its  condition  and  circumstances,  would  have  been,  if 
left  to  the  developments  from  its  own  lineage  and  stock. 
One  might  almost  say  that  the  inheritance  has  lapsed,  from 
the  failure  of  heirs  of  lawful  succession,  and  by  alienation, 
into  the  hands  of  strangers.  The  descendants  of  the  Puritans 
are  in  the  minority  here,  nor  is  the  rule  nor  the  tone  of  life 
with  them.  Slight  respect  of  recognition  or  courtesy  is  paid 
to  them  or  their  traditions,  such  as  is  thought  to  be  due  from 
some  fine  and  generous  natures  to  the  representatives  of  a 
decayed,  but  once  formidable  family." 

Mr.  Winthrop  sympathized  with  every  effort  to  preserve 
and  honor  the  venerated  building  in  which  this  Society  has 
its  home,  and  he  expressed  this  sympathy  more  than  once  in 
his  historical  addresses.  In  a  lecture  before  the  Lowell  Insti- 
tute in  1869,  soon  after  a  visit  to  Europe,  he  told  of  his  hav- 
ing groped  his  way,  a  few  months  before,  through  the  historic 
hall  in  Genoa,  with  its  double  row  of  original  portrait 
statues  of  the  old  Genoese  nobles,  formerly  known  as  the  Bank 
of  St.  George,  but  then  desecrated  to  the  use  of  the  dingiest 
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department  of  what,  as  Mr.  Winthrop  hoped  and  believed, 
was  the  dingiest  custom-house  in  the  world.  He  added : 
"  Heaven  forbid,  thought  I,  that  any  historic  hall  of  my  own 
land  should  ever  suffer  such  a  profanation.  Yet  when  I 
remembered  how  inadequately  cared  for  our  own  Faneuil 
Hall,  and  still  more  our  own  Old  State  House,  had  often 
been ;  and  how  much  of  their  sanctity  and  of  their  safety  had 
been  sacrificed  in  years  past,  if  they  were  not  still,  to  any  and 
every  purpose  which  might  increase  the  rents,  and  add  a  few 
more  hundreds  of  dollars  to  a  treasury  from  which  so  much 
goes  out  from  year  to  year  for  more  than  doubtful  expendi- 
tures, —  I  was  less  emboldened  to  indulge  in  any  wholesale 
strictures  upon  other  cities." 

Fortunately,  Mr.  Winthrop  lived  long  enough  to  see  the 
value  of  the  Old  State  House,  as  an  historic  monument,  to  a 
good  degree  recognized  by  the  City  Government  and  the  pub- 
lic, and  its  preservation  for  the  future  fairly  assured. 

The  Directors  append  to  their  report,  extracts  from  an  ad- 
dress by  Mayor  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  17  September,  1830, 
(the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Boston,) 
on  which  day  the  City  Government  took  possession  of  the 
building  we  now  occupy,  thenceforward  to  be  called  the  City 
Hall.^  The  address  is  valuable  now,  as  showing  the  venera- 
tion in  which  this  building  was  held  by  the  Bostonians  of 
sixty  years  ago. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Curtis    Guild, 
Hamilton    A.  Hill, 
Joshua    P.  Bodfish, 
John    Lathrop, 
George    O.  Carpenter, 
Benjamin    C.  Clark, 
James    F.  Hunnewell, 
Levi    L.  Willcutt, 

Directors. 
Boston,  8  January,  1895. 

1  The  City  Government  occupied  this  building  until  i8  March,  1841,  when  it 
moved  to  what  had  been  the  County  Court  House  in  School  Street. 
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The  following  are  the  extracts  from  Mayor  Otis's  address 
alluded  to  above  : 

The  intimations  which  I  have  received  from  many  individ- 
uals of  your  body,  have  left  me  no  room  to  doubt  of  your 
general  expectation  that  this  first  occasion  of  our  meeting  in 
this  Chamber  should  not  be  permitted  to  pass  away  without 
something  more  than  a  brief  record  of  the  event  upon  your 
journals.  The  spot  on  which  we  are  convened  is  Patriot 
Ground.  It  was  consecrated  by  our  pious  ancestors  to  the 
duties  of  providing  for  the  welfare  of  their  infant  settlement, 
and  for  a  long  series  of  years  was  occupied  in  succession  by 
the  great  and  good  men  whom  Providence  raised  up  to  estab- 
lish the  institutions  and  liberties  of  their  country 

The  history  of  the  Town  House,  considered  merely  as  a 
compages  of  brick  and  wood,  is  short  and  simple.  It  was 
erected  between  the  years  1657  and  1659,  and  was  principally 
of  wood,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained.  The  contractor  re- 
ceived six  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  on  a  final  settlement 
in  full  of  all  contracts.^  This  was  probably  the  whole  amount 
of  the  cost,  being  double  that  of  the  estimate  —  a  ratio  pretty 
regularly  kept  up  in  our  times.  The  population  of  the  town 
sixty  years  afterwards  was  about  ten  thousand,  and  it  is  allow- 
ing an  increase  beyond  the  criterion  of  its  actual  numbers  at 
subsequent  periods,  to  presume  that  at  the  time  of  the  first 
erection  of  the  Town  House,  it  numbered  three  thousand 
souls.  In  171 1  the  building  was  burned  to  the  ground,  and 
soon  afterwards  built  with  brick.  In  1747  the  interior  was 
again  consumed  by  fire,  and  soon  repaired  in  the  form  which 
it  retained  until  the  present  improvement,  with  the  exception 
of  some  alterations  in  the  apartments  made  upon  the  removal 
of  the  Legislature  to  the  new  State  House.  The  eastern 
chamber  was  originally  occupied  by  the  Council,  afterwards 
by  the  Senate.  The  Representatives  constantly  held  their 
sittings  in  the  western  chamber.  The  floor  of  these  was  sup- 
ported by  pillars  and  terminated  at  each  end  by  doors,  and  at 
one  end  by  a  flight  of  steps  leading  into  State  street.     In  the 

1  The  original  receipt  is  in  possession  of  the  Bostonian  Society,  and  was 
printed  in  full  in  the  "Proceedings  "  for  1S91,  page  25. 
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day  time  the  doors  were  kept  open,  and  the  floor  served  as  a 
walk  for  the  inhabitants,  always  much  frequented,  and  during 
the  sessions  of  the  courts,  thronged.  On  the  north  side, 
were  offices  for  the  clerks  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts. 
In  these  the  judges  robed  themselves,  and  walked  in  proces- 
sion, followed  by  the  bar,  at  the  opening  of  the  courts.  Com- 
mittee rooms  were  provided  in  the  upper  story.  Since  the 
removal  of  the  Legislature,  it  has  been  internally  divided  into 
apartments  and  leased  for  various  uses  in  a  mode  familiar  to 
you  all,  and  it  has  now  undergone  great  repairs:  —  this  floor 
being  adapted  to  the  accommodation  of  the  City  Government, 
and  principal  officers,  while  the  first  floor  is  allotted  to  the 
post  office,  news  room  and  private  warehouses. 

In  this  brief  account  of  the  natural  body  of  the  building, 
which  it  is  believed  comprehends  whatever  is  material,  there 
is  certainly  nothing  dazzling  or  extraordinary.  It  exhibits  no 
pomp  of  architectural  grandeur  or  refined  taste,  and  has  no 
pretensions  to  vie  with  the  magnificent  structures  of  other 
countries  or  even  of  our  own.  Yet  is  it  a  goodly  and  vener- 
able pile  —  and  with  its  recent  improvements  is  an  ornament 
of  the  place,  of  whose  liberty  it  was  once  the  citadel.  And 
it  has  an  intefest  for  Bostonians  who  enter  it  this  day,  like 
that  which  is  felt  by  grown  children  for  an  ancient  matron  by 
whom  they  were  reared,  and  whom  visiting  after  years  of 
absence,  they  find  in  her  neat,  chaste,  old-fashioned  attire, 
spruced  up  to  receive  them,  with  her  comforts  about  her,  and 
the  same  kind,  hospitable  and  excellent  creature  whom  they 
left  in  less  flourishing  circumstances.  But  to  this  edifice 
there  is  not  only  a  natural  but  "  a  spiritual  body,"  which  is 
the  immortal  soul  of  Independence.  Nor  is  there  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  another  building,  however  venerable  for  its  an- 
tiquity, or  stately  in  its  magnificence  —  however  decorated  by 
columns  and  porticoes,  and  cartoons,  and  statues,  and  altars, 
and  outshining  "the  wealth  of  Ormus  or  of  Ind,"  entitled  in 
history  to  more  honourable  mention,  or  whose  spires  and 
turrets  are  surrounded  with  a  more  glorious  halo,  than  this 
unpretending  building. 

This  assertion  might  be  justified,  by  a  review  of  the  parts 
performed  by  those  who  have  made  laws,  for  a  century  after 
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the  first  settlement  of  Boston  —  of  their  early  contention  for 
their  chartered  rights  —  of  their  perils  and  difficulties  with  the 
natives  —  of  their  costly  and  heroic  exertions  in  favor  of  the 
mother  country  in  the  common  cause.  But  I  pass  over  them 
all,  replete  as  they  are  with  interest,  with  wonder,  and  with 
moral.  Events  posterior  to  those  growing  out  of  them  indeed, 
and  taking  from  them  their  complexion,  are  considered  by 
reflecting  men  as  having  produced  more  radical  changes  in 
the  character,  relations,  prospects,  and  (so  far  as  it  becomes 
us  to  prophesy)  in  the  destinies  of  the  human  family,  than  all 
other  events  and  revolutions  that  have  transpired  since  the 
Christian  Era.  I  do  not  say  that  the  principles  which  have 
led  to  these  events  originated  here.  But  I  venture  to  assert 
that  here,  within  these  walls,  they  were  first  practically  applied 
to  a  well-regulated  machinery  of  human  passions,  conscious 
rights,  and  steady  movements,  which  forcing  these  United 
States  to  the  summit  of  prosperity,  has  been  adopted  as  a 
model  by  which  other  nations  have  been,  and  will  yet  be  pro- 
pelled on  the  railroad  which  leads  to  universal  Freedom. 
The  power  of  these  engines  is  self-moving,  and  the  motion  is 
perpetual.  Sages  and  philosophers  had  discovered  that  the 
world  was  made  for  the  people  who  inhabit  it ;  and  that  kings 
were  less  entitled  in  their  own  right  to  its  government,  than 
lions,  whose  claims  to  be  lords  of  the  forest  are  supported  by 
physical  prowess.  But  the  books  and  treatises  which  main- 
tained these  doctrines  were  read  by  the  admirers  of  the 
Lockes  and  Sidneys  and  Miltons  and  Harringtons,  and  re- 
placed on  their  shelves  as  brilliant  theories.  Or  if  they 
impelled  to  occasional  action,  it  ended  in  bringing  new  tyrants 
to  the  throne  and  sincere  patriots  to  the  scaffold.  But  your 
progenitors  who  occupied  these  seats  first  taught  a  whole 
people  systematically  to  combine  the  united  force  of  their 
moral  and  physical  energies  —  to  learn  the  rights  of  insurrec- 
tion not  as  written  in  the  language  of  the  passions,  but  in 
codes  and  digests  of  its  justifiable  cases  —  to  enforce  them 
under  the  restraints  of  discipline  —  to  define  and  limit  its 
objects  —  to  be  content  with  success,  and  to  make  sure  of  its 
advantages.  All  this  they  did,  and  when  the  propitious  hour 
had  arrived,  they  called  on  their  countrymen  as  the  angel 
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called  upon  the  Apostles,  "  Come,  rise  up  quickly,"  and  the 
chains  fell  from  their  hands.  The  inspiring  voice  echoed 
through  the  welkin  in  Europe  and  America  and  awakened 
nations.  He  who  would  learn  the  effects  of  it,  must  read 
the  history  of  the  world  for  the  last  half  century.  He  who 
would  anticipate  the  consequences,  must  ponder  well  the 
probabilities  with  which  time  is  pregnant,  for  the  next.  The 
memory  of  these  men  is  entitled  to  a  full  share  of  all  the 
honor  arising  from  the  advantage  derived  to  mankind  from 
this  change  of  condition,  but  yet  is  not  chargeable  with  the 
crimes  and  misfortunes,  more  than  is  the  memory  of  Fulton 
with  the  occasional  bursting  of  a  boiler. 

Shall  I  then  glance  rapidly  at  some  of  the  scenes  and  the 
actors  who  figured  in  them,  within  these  walls.'*  Shall  I  carry 
you  back  to  the  controversies  between  Governor  Bernard  and 
the  House  of  Representatives,  commencing  nearly  seventy 
years  ago,  respecting  the  claims  of  the  mother  country  to  tax 
the  Colonies  without  their  consent .''  To  the  stand  made 
against  writs  of  assistance,  in  the  chamber  now  intended  for 
your  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  where  and  when  according  to 
John  Adams,  "  Independence  was  born,"  and  whose  star  was 
then  seen  in  the  East,  by  wise  men .''  To  the  memorable  vin- 
dication of  the  House  of  Representatives  by  one  of  its  mem- 
bers ?  To  the  "  Rights  of  the  Colonies,"  adopted  by  the 
Legislature  as  a  text-book,  and  transmitted  by  their  order  to 
the  British  ministry.?  To  the  series  of  patriotic  resolutions, 
protests  and  State  papers  teeming  with  indignant  eloquence 
and  irresistible  argument  in  opposition  to  the  Stamp  and 
other  tax  acts  .''  To  the  landing  and  quartering  of  troops  in 
the  town  ?  To  the  rescinding  of  resolutions  in  obedience  to 
royal  mandates .''  To  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  government 
and  the  untiring  struggle  in  which  the  Legislature  was  en- 
gaged for  fourteen  or  fifteen  years,  supported  by  the  Adamses, 
the  Thachers,  the  Hawleys,  the  Hancocks,  the  Bowdoins, 
the  Quincys,  and  their  illustrious  colleagues  ?  In  fact  the 
most  important  measures  which  led  to  the  emancipation  of 
the  Colonies,  according  to  Hutchinson,  a  competent  judge, 
originated   in  this  house,  —  in  this  apartment  —  with   those 
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men,  who  putting  life  and  fortune  on  the  issue,  adopted  for 

their  motto 

"  Let  such,  such  only  tread  this  sacred  floor 
Who  dare  to  love  their  country,  and  be  poor." 

Events  of  a  different  complexion  are  also  associated  with 
the  Boston  Town  House.  At  one  time  it  was  desecrated  by 
the  King's  troops  quartered  in  the  Representatives'  chamber 
and  on  the  lower  floor.  At  another  time  cannon  were  sta- 
tioned and  pointed  toward  its  doors.  Below  the  balcony  in 
King's  street,  on  the  doleful  night  of  the  fifth  of  March,  the 
blood  of  the  first  victims  to  the  military  executioners  was 
shed.  On  the  appearance  of  the  Governor  in  the  street,  he 
was  surrounded  by  an  immense  throng,  who,  to  prevent  mis- 
chief to  his  person,  though  he  had  lost  their  confidence, 
forced  him  into  this  building,  with  the  cry,  "To  the  Town 
House  !  to  the  Town  House  !"  He  then  went  forth  into  the 
balcony,  and  promising  to  use  his  endeavours  to  bring  the 
offenders  to  justice  and  advising  the  people  to  retire,  they 
dispersed  vociferating,  "Home  !  home  !  "  The  Governor  and 
Council  remained  all  night  deliberating  in  dismal  conclave, 
while  the  friends  of  their  country  bedewed  their  pillows  with 
tears — "such  tears  as  patriots  shed  for  dying  laws."  But  I 
would  not  wish,  under  any  circumstances,  to  dwell  upon  inci- 
dents like  these — thankful  as  I  am  that  time  which  has 
secured  our  freedom,  has  extinguished  our  resentments.  I 
therefore  turn  from  these  painful  reminiscences  and  refer  you 
to  the  day  when  Independence,  mature  in  age  and  loveliness, 
advanced  with  angelic  grace  from  the  chamber  in  which  she 
was  born,  into  the  same  balcony ;  and  holding  in  her  hand 
the  immortal  scroll  on  which  her  name  and  character  and 
claims  to  her  inheritance  were  inscribed  —  received  from  the 
street,  filled  with  an  impenetrable  phalanx,  and  windows  glit- 
tering with  a  blaze  of  beauty,  the  heartfelt  homage  and  elec- 
trifying peals  of  the  men,  women  and  children  of  the  whole 
city.  The  splendour  of  that  glorious  vision  of  my  childhood 
seems  to  be  now  present  to  my  view,  and  the  harmony  of  that 
universal  concert  to  vibrate  in  my  ear. 

Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  cursory  and  meagre  chronicle  of 
the  men  and  the  occurrences  which  have  given  celebrity  to 
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this  building.  And  if  it  be  true,  that  we  are  now  before  the 
altar,  whence  the  coals  were  taken  which  have  kindled  the 
flame  of  liberty  in  two  hemispheres,  you  will  realize  with  me 
the  sentiments  already  expressed,  that  the  most  interesting 
associations  of  the  eventful  history  of  the  age  might  rise  in 
natural  trains  and  be  indulged  and  presented  on  this  occasion 
without  violence  to  propriety. 


REPORT  OF   THE  COMMITTEE   ON   THE  ROOMS. 

The  year  1894  was  a  notable  one  in  the  history  of  this 
Society.  In  its  first  month  an  exhibition  of  pictures  of  old 
merchant  vessels  brought  to  the  Council  Chamber  hundreds 
of  visitors,  many  of  whom  saw  our  collections  for  the  first 
time.  This  exhibition  was  authorized  by  the  Directors,  who 
appointed  a  sub-committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hill,  Clark 
and  the  Clerk,  to  arrange  its  details.  So  unusual  and  suc- 
cessful an  event  may  be  properly  described  at  some  length  in 
this  report.  The  ships  whose  portraits  adorned  our  walls  for 
nearly  two  months,  bore  the  commerce  of  Boston  to  every 
important  foreign  port.  Their  history  is  a  part  of  the  history 
of  this  city.  It  is,  therefore,  fitting  that  their  names  and 
those  of  their  builders  and  owners  should  find  a  place  in  these 
pages. 

The  exhibition  consisted  of  pictures  of  the  following  ves- 
sels :  — 

1.  Ship  Kremlin,  350  tons,  Capt.  D.  P.  Upton;  built  by 
Waterman  &  Ewell  in  1839,  ^-t  Medford,  for  E.  &  S.  Train; 
painted  in  1840  at  Elsinore  ;  sold  to  make  a  man-of-war  in 
South  America. 

2.  Ship  Dorchester,  415  tons,  Capt.  Upton;  built  at  Med- 
ford by  Waterman  &  Ewell  in  1842  for  E.  &  S.  Train's  South 
American  trade ;  she  was  later  the  pioneer  ship  in  Train's 
Liverpool  line,  and  was  lost  in  the  Atlantic  in  1844,  on  her 
homeward  voyage  ;  painted  at  Copenhagen. 

3.  Ship  Washingtoji  Irving,  751  tons,  Capt.  Upton;  built 
at  East  Boston  in   1845  by  Donald  McKay,  the  first  which 
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he  built  there,  for  E.  Train  &  Company's  line  of    Liverpool 
packets  ;  painted  in  England. 

4.  Bark  Drynio,  Capt.  Upton  ;  built  before  1848  for 
E.  Train  and  D.  P.  Upton  ;  painted  at  Elsinore  or  Copen- 
hagen. 

5.  Ship  Staghound,  1,600  tons,  Capt.  Richardson  ;  built  at 
East  Boston  in  1850  by  Donald  McKay  for  Sampson  &  Tap- 
pan,  and  owned  by  them  and  George  B.  Upton.  This  ship 
was  Mr.  McKay's  first  effort  to  meet  the  demand  for  clipper 
ships  for  the  California  trade.  The  Bosto7i  Advertiser  oi  Dec. 
21,  1850,  contained  a  description  of  this  "magnificent  ship" 
occupying  nearly  two  columns,  in  which  she  was  called  the 
largest  of  her  class  afloat,  and  the  original  of  a  new  idea  in 
naval  architecture,  being  longer  and  sharper  than  any  other 
vessel  of  the  merchant  service  in  the  world.  Her  voyage 
from  China  to  New  York  was  never  beaten ;  she  was  a 
sister  ship  of  the  Winged  Racer,  and  the  two  were  burned 
about  the  same  day,  the  Staghound  hy  a  Confederate  cruiser, 
the  other  in  the  harbor  of  Callao ;  painted  by  Richard- 
son. 

6.  Ship  Bald  Eagle,  1,600  tons,  Capt.  Dumaresq  ;  built  by 
Donald  McKay  in  1852  for  George  B,  Upton  ;  described  in 
the  Advertiser  oi  Nov.  17,  1852;  painted  by  Richardson; 
these  paintings  were  loaned  by  Mr.  George  B.  Upton. 

7.  "Too  Rough  to  Board,"  painted  in  November,  1890, 
by  W.  F.  Halsall,  who  was  on  board  the  pilot  boat  when 
word  was  passed  to  the  ship  that  life  would  be  lost  in  an 
attempt  to  put  a  pilot  on  board  in  entering  Boston  harbor ; 
the  boat  then  led  the  ship  into  port ;  loaned  by  Mr,  Benj. 
C.  Clark. 

8.  Ship  Northern  Light,  1,050  tons,  Capt.  Huckins  ;  built 
in  South  Boston  by  J.  E.  &  H.  O.  Briggs  ;  made  in  1852  the 
quickest  passage  (75  days)  between  Boston  and  San  Francisco 
round  Cape  Horn ;  painted  by  William  Bradford ;  loaned  by 
Major  F.  H.  Briggs. 

9.  Ship  Dreadnought,  built  by  the  Briggs  Brothers ;  painted 
by  Bradford;  loaned  by  Major  Briggs. 

10.  Ship  Ellen  Munroe,  Capt.  J.  H.  Norcross  ;  built  by 
John  Taylor,  at  Chelsea ;    owned  by  Andrew  T.   Hall,  and 
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named  for  his  grand-daughter ;  sold  to  the  Bremen  line  in 
1878,  and  lost  in  the  North  Sea;  painted  in  England  ;  loaned 
by  Capt.  Norcross. 

11.  Ship  Shakespeare,  Capt.  Norcross  ;  built  by  John  Tay- 
lor, at  Chelsea,  in  1854;  owned  by  Thomas  Howe;  painted 
in  England  ;  loaned  by  Capt.  Norcross. 

12.  U.  S.  Sloop  Jamestown,  Capt.  R.  B.  Forbes,  which 
carried,  in  a  fifteen  days'  passage,  supplies  to  the  destitute 
Irish  in  1847;  resolutions  signed  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
Dublin  and  by  the  Council  of  the  Irish  Confederacy  are  in 
possession  of  the  Bostonian  Society ;  loaned  by  the  Boston 
Marine  Society. 

13.  Ship  Great  Repiiblic,  4,556  tons,  built  and  owned  by 
Donald  McKay.  She  was  the  largest  merchantman  of  her 
time,  carrying  15,653  yards  of  canvas.  She  was  towed  to 
New  York  and  was  burned  at  the  wharf ;  but  her  top-works 
were  rebuilt,  and  she  became  a  very  successful  ship,  being 
employed  by  the  English  and  French  governments  during  the 
Crimean  war ;  loaned  by  the  Boston  Marine  Society. 

14.  Ship  George  Hallet,  Capt.  Howes  ;  built  at  Duxbury ; 
owned  by  Howes  &  Crowell ;  loaned  by  the  Boston  Marine 
Society. 

15.  Ship  North  Bend,  Capt.  Caleb  Sprague ;  owned  by 
Matthew  Cobb  &  Co.,  of  Boston  ;  painted  as  entering  the 
port  of  Amsterdam  in  1845  ;  loaned  by  Mr.  Frank  W. 
Sprague. 

16.  Ship  Gravina,  Capt.  Caleb  Sprague;  built  in  Hoboken 
in  1853;  owned  by  Loring  Brothers,  of  Malaga;  afterwards 
sailed  under  the  Spanish  flag ;  painted  in  China ;  loaned  by 
Mr.  Caleb  G.  Sprague. 

17.  Sh\^  Flying  Fish,  1,505  tons,  Capt.  Nichols;  built  by 
Donald  McKay  in  1851  ;  owned  by  Sampson  &  Tappan ; 
painted  by  Butterworth,  of  Brooklyn  ;  she  made  many  voy- 
ages to  San  Francisco,  China  and  Manilla,  and  was  finally 
run  ashore  coming  out  of  Foo  Chow,  China,  tea-loaded,  badly 
damaged,  but  came  up  to  Hong  Kong  where  she  was  sur- 
veyed, condemned  and  sold.  She  was  bought  by  a  Spaniard, 
taken  to  Manilla  and  repaired,  her  sails  and  spars  reduced, 
and  put  in  the  trade  between    Manilla  and   Cadiz  under  the 
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name  of    TJie    Good  Success,  and   may  still  be  in  that   line  ; 
loaned  by  Col.  A.  N.  Sampson. 

i8.  Ship  Westward  Ho,  1,650  tons,  Capt.  Hussey  ;  built 
by  McKay  in  1852  for  Sampson  &  Tappan  ;  loaned  by  Col. 
Sampson. 

19.  Ship  Fanny  Forrester ;  built  by  Day  of  Damariscotta, 
Maine,  and  named  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Judson,  a  missionary  to 
Siam  and  Burmah,  who  used  that  name  as  a  notn-de-pltime ; 
owned  by  Sampson  &  Tappan  ;  painted  by  Drew  ;  loaned  by 
Col.  Sampson. 

20.  Ship  Nightingale,  Capt.  Dumaresq ;  her  history  is  an 
interesting  one.  A  young-  Swede  came  to  this  country  with 
some  money,  with  the  intention  of  building  a  craft  to  be  fitted 
up  for  passengers  to  the  World's  Fair  in  London  in  1851. 
For  this  purpose  he  located  himself  at  Portsmouth,  contract- 
ing with  ship-builders  who  had  ship-yards  at  Eliot,  just  oppo- 
site Portsmouth,  for  a  ship  of  about  a  thousand  tons,  with 
extensive  cabin  arrangements  for  passengers.  The  model  of 
the  ship  was  that  of  an  extreme  clipper.  When  nearly  com- 
pleted the  projector  fell  short  of  money.  Masts,  spars  and 
sails  had  all  been  contracted  for  and  were  in  a  state  of  for- 
wardness. The  mechanics  concluded  to  complete  the  ship, 
and  put  her  in  the  hands  of  Governor  Goodwin,  of  Ports- 
mouth, for  sale  ;  each  contractor  to  take  his  pro  rata  of  his 
contract.  When  completed,  the  ship  under  mechanics'  lien 
was  transferred  to  the  Governor,  brought  to  Boston,  purchased 
by  Sampson  &  Tappan,  and  loaded  for  Australia  with  a  cargo 
valued  at  ^125,000.  From  there  she  proceeded  to  China 
where  she  took  the  highest  freight  of  the  season,  5  pounds 
sterling  per  ton  for  London.  To  test  her  merits,  Messrs. 
Sampson  &  Tappan  published  in  the  London  Times  a  chal- 
lenge to  the  British  merchant  fleet  to  race  from  the  Downs  to 
China  and  back  for  10,000  pounds  sterling,  a  distance  of 
nearly  thirty  thousand  miles.  But  no  one  could  be  found  to 
accept  the  challenge.  She  was  afterwards  sold  to  a  Salem 
house  who  sent  her  to  Rio  Janeiro,  where  she  was  sold  and 
sent  to  the  coast  of  Africa  as  a  slaver,  was  captured  by  a 
United  States  cruiser,  the  slaves  liberated,  and  the  vessel  sent 
home.     She  was  subsequently  used  by  the  government  during 
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the  Rebellion,  and  after  the  close  of  the  war  was  sold  and  put 
into  the  California  trade.  The  NigJitingale  made  the  shortest 
known  run  from  the  equator  to  Melbourne,  twenty-five  days  ; 
her  whole  passage  from  New  York  was  sixty-eight  days. 
Loaned  by  Col.  Sampson. 

21.  Ship  Titan,  Capt.  Oliver  Eldridge;  built  in  New  York 
by  Roosevelt  &  Joyce  in  1855  for  D.  G.  and  W.  B.  Bacon,  of 
Boston,  1,985  tons,  being  next  in  size  to  the  Great  Republic 
(No.  13)  ;  in  London  was  chartered  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  take  supplies  and  soldiers  from  Marseilles  to  the 
Crimea,  whither  from  London  and  Marseilles  she  was  towed  ; 
thereafter  commanded  by  Capt.  J.  Henry  Sears  ;  in  1857  car- 
ried from  New  Orleans  the  largest  cargo  of  cotton  (6,900 
bales)  hitherto  taken  across  the  Atlantic ;  off  the  port  of 
Liverpool  was  partially  dismasted,  and  the  painting  by 
Waters,  loaned  by  Capt.  Sears,  represents  her  entering 
Liverpool  in  that  condition ;  sailing  for  Melbourne  after 
repairs  and  thence  to  Callao,  on  the  passage  to  London  was 
abandoned  in  Lat.  35°  South,  the  crew  after  six  days  in  boats 
being  taken  off  by  a  French  ship  and  carried  to  Pernam- 
buco. 

22.  Ship  W.  B.  Dinsmore,  1,100  tons,  Capt.  N.  F.  Foster; 
built  by  Drummond  &  Co.,  of  Bath,  Maine,  in  1863,  and 
bought  by  Capt.  J.  H.  Sears,  of  Boston  ;  she  made  several 
voyages  to  San  Francisco  and  Europe;  in  1867  her  cargo  of 
coal  was  found  to  be  on  fire  after  passing  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope ;  was  abandoned,  her  crew  being  taken  off  the  boats 
and  carried  to  Calcutta ;  painted  by  Waters  ;  loaned  by  Capt, 
Sears. 

23.  Ship  Sophia  Walker,  343  tons  ;  built  at  Medford  by  J. 
F.  Foster  in  1844;  owned  by  Theophilus  Walker  &  Brother; 
loaned  by  the  Misses  Walker. 

24.  Ship  Danvers ;  built  at  Medford  in  1847;  owned  by 
Theophilus  Walker  &  Brother ;  loaned  by  the  Misses  Walker. 

25.  Ship  Hotspur,  Capt.  George  A.  Potter;  built  in  1856 
for  Francis  Hathaway,  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  China  trade ; 
painted  in  Hong  Kong ;  loaned  by  Mrs.  Henry  C.  Morse. 

26.  Bark  Penguin,  583  tons,  Capt.  Wheeler;  built  in 
New  York  in  1854  by  J.  &  C.  Roosevelt;  owned  by  A.  A. 
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Low  &  Co.  ;  painted  in  Hong  Kong;  condemned  in  China  in 
1864;  loaned  by  Mrs.  Morse. 

27.  Ship  Oxnard,  608  tons  ;  built  by  Waterman  &  Ewell, 
at  Medford ;  owned  by  William  Appleton  &  Co.  ;  painted 
as  dismasted  in  a  storm  ;  loaned  by  Mr.  F.  Gordon  Dex- 
ter. 

28.  Brig  Padang,  Capt.  Gray  ;  built  at  Marblehead  ;  owned 
by  William  Appleton  &  Co. ;  painted  at  Smyrna ;  loaned,  as  a 
specimen  of  an  old  fashioned  vessel,  by  Mr.  Dexter. 

29.  Ship  Courser,  1,000  tons  ;  owned  by  William  Appleton 
&  Co.  ;  painted  approaching  China,  where  she  was  wrecked 
about  1855  ;  loaned  by  Mr.  Dexter. 

30.  Ship  Great  Admiral ;  built  by  Robert  Jackson,  at  East 
Boston  ;  owned  by  William  F.  Weld  &  Co.  ;  still  running ; 
loaned  by  Mr.  William  G.  Weld. 

31.  Ship  Wanderer ;  owned  by  W.  F.  Weld  &  Co.  ;  loaned 
by  Mr.  Weld. 

32.  Ship  Golden  Fleece  and  yacht  Vesta ;  owned  by  W.  F. 
Weld  &  Co.  ;  painted  by  Peterson  ;  loaned  by  Mr.  George  W. 
Weld. 

33.  Ship  Golden  Fleece  ;  owned  by  W.  F.  Weld  &  Co. ;  one 
of  the  early  ships  to  San  Francisco,  during  "the  gold  fever"; 
wrecked  and  a  total  loss  on  entering  San  Francisco  harbor  in 
1850;  loaned  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Weld. 

34.  Ship  Golden  Fleece  {No.  2)  ;  owned  by  W.  F.  Weld  & 
Co.  ;  loaned  by  Mr.  A.  F.  Freeman. 

35.  Ship  Humboldt,  700  tons  ;  owned  by  W.  F.  Weld  & 
Co.  ;  loaned  by  Mr.  Freeman. 

36.  37.  Two  pictures  of  the  yacht  Northern  Light,  the  first 
painted  by  R.  Salmon  for  Mr.  Stephen  Winchester  Dana,  and 
by  him  given  to  Col.  Wm.  Parsons  Winchester,  the  owner  of 
the  yacht,  representing  it  passing  down  the  harbor ;  the 
second,  the  No7-thern  Light  racing  to  New  York  with  another 
yacht,  the  name  not  known,  nor  that  of  the  artist  who  painted 
the  picture;  the  Northern  Light  was  sold  in  1850  to  go  to 
California,  and  was  wrecked  off  Barranca  Point,  in  the  Straits 
of  Magellan  ;  loaned  by  Mr.  Thomas  B.  Winchester. 

38.  Ship  Candace ;  built  in  1822;  owned  by  John  Dorr; 
loaned  by  the  Misses  Barrett, 
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39-  The  Cunard  Steamship  Britannia  leaving  Boston  in  a 
channel  cut  through  the  ice,  February,  1844;  the  original 
contract  for  cutting  the  passage,  signed  by  Benjamin  Rich, 
chairman,  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Bostonian  Society ; 
loaned  by  the  Boston  Marine  Society. 

40.  Ship  F.  N.  Tliayer,  1,650  tons  ;  built  by  Currier,  at 
Newburyport  in  1879;  owned  by  Thayer  &  Lincoln;  burned 
at  sea  by  mutineers  (Manilla  men),  who  wounded  the  captain 
and  killed  the  first  mate  and  the  cook  ;  then  jumped  over- 
board and  were  drowned  ;  crayon  picture,  artist  unknown  ; 
loaned  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Lincoln. 

41.  Ship  y<3/^;^  Gilpin;  built  by  Hall,  at  East  Boston  in 
1852  ;  owned  by  J.  Hunnewell  and  C.  Brewer;  made  her  first 
voyage  from  Newport  to  San  Francisco  in  93  days ;  from 
Acheen  Head  to  Boston  Light  in  84  days  ;  painted  by  William 
Bradford ;  loaned  by  Mr.  James  F.  Flunnewell. 

42.  43,  44.  Three  pictures  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution  ; 
one  represents  the  vessel  escaping  in  a  calm  from  British 
ships  by  "kedging,"  or  sending  a  kedge  ahead  and  drawing 
up  to  it  ;  painted  by  Marshall  Johnson,  Jr. ;  loaned  by  Mr.  B. 
F.  Stevens. 

45.  The  action  between  the  U.  S.  sloop-of-war  P^,^^^^/^  and 
the  British  brig  Epervier,  April  27,  18 14,  in  which  the  latter 
was  disabled  after  forty  minutes  ;  painted  by  Johnson  ;  loaned 
by  Mr.  Stevens. 

46.  Ship  Sarah  Parker,  Capt.  John  Codman ;  built  by 
Badger  for  Coues  &  Goodwin,  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  in  1827; 
owned  by  Curtis  &  Stevenson,  and  Capt.  Codman,  of  Boston  ; 
loaned  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Parker  Goodwin,  of  Portsmouth. 

47.  Yacht  Raven,  12  tons,  with  draught  of  six  feet  aft; 
owned  by  B.  C.  Clark  ;  the  first  decked  yacht  ever  anchored 
off  Nahant,  in  1835;  won  the  first  prize  in  the  first  yacht 
race  in  Massachusetts  Bay,  July  19,  1845  5  painted  by  Drew, 
of  Boston  ;  loaned  by  Mr.  B.  C.  Clark. 

48.  Ship  National  Eagle,  1,060  tons  ;  built  by  J.  F.  Foster, 
at  Medford  in  1852;  owned  by  Fisher  &  Company;  in  the 
East  India  trade ;  afterwards  sold  to  Capt.  R.  G.  F.  Candage 
and  others,  and  commanded  by  Capt.  Candage;  two  pictures 
loaned  by  Col.  H.  N.  Fisher  and  Capt.  Candage. 
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49-  Ship  Magnolia;  built  by  Foster,  at  Medford  ;  owned 
by  Fisher  &  Company  ;  in  the  cotton  trade  between  New 
Orleans  and  Havre ;  loaned  by  Col.  Fisher. 

50.  Ship  Emperor,  600  tons  ;  built  by  Foster  &  Taylor,  at 
Medford  in  1845  ;  owned  by  William  Hammond,  then  by 
Fisher  &  Co.  ;  loaned  by  Col.  Fisher. 

51.  Ship  Britannia,  1,200  tons  ;  built  by  G.  F.  &  J.  Patten, 
at  Bath,  Maine,  in  1854;  bought  by  Thayer  &  Lincoln  in 
1864,  for  the  cotton  trade;  burned  at  sea  Jan.  4,  1871  ; 
painted  in  Liverpool  ;  loaned  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Lincoln. 

52.  '&x\^  Mexican ;  robbed  by  the  pirate  ^okiooxiox  Ponda 
in  1832  ;  the  schooner  was  captured  and  six  of  her  crew  were 
brought  to  Boston,  tried,  and  hanged  in  1835  ;  loaned  by 
Capt.  Benjamin  Larcom,  of  Beverly. 

53.  54.  Two  pictures  of  the  ship  Anubis,  of  Boston,  Han- 
nah, of  Salem  and  others  ;  in  port,  and  wrecked  in  1799  ; 
loaned  by  F.  B.  Harrington,  M.  D. 

55.  Ship  Electric  Spark  ;  built  by  Hayden  &  Cudworth,  at 
Medford  in  1855  ;  owned  by  Thatcher  Magoun  &  Son  ;  painted 
by  Hughes,  in  Liverpool ;  loaned  by  Capt.  R.  G.  F.  Can- 
dage. 

56.  Bark  Stanibonl,  306  tons;  built  at  Medford  by  Water- 
man &  Ewell  in  1843  !  owned  by  lasigi  &  Goddard  ;  loaned  by 
Thomas  Dwight,  M.  D. 

57.  Ship  Game  Cock,  1,392  tons,  Capt.  C.  W.  Jayne ;  built 
by  Samuel  Hall,  at  East  Boston  in  185 1,  for  Daniel  C.  Bacon  ; 
everything  in  her  model  was  sacrificed  to  speed,  and  her 
owners  and  others  offered  to  bet  large  sums  on  an  ocean  race 
against  the  world  ;  her  first  voyage  to  Batavia  from  New  York 
was  made  in  'jZ  days,  running  nearly  900  miles  in  three  days  ; 
on  her  second  voyage  she  crossed  the  line  in  17  days ;  on  the 
15th  she  showed  to  a  British  ship  a  blackboard,  "15  days  from 
New  York";  John  Bull  replied,  "It  is  a  lie";  painted  in 
Hong  Kong ;  loaned  by  Capt,  Jayne. 

58.  59.  Model  of  the  '&\iv^  Romance  of  the  Sea,  1,500  tons; 
built  at  East  Boston,  by  Donald  McKay  ;  chart  of  the  private 
signals  of  the  merchants  of  Boston  ;  loaned  by  Mr.  George 
B.  Upton. 
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While  this  exhibition  was  in  progress,  the  Society  received 
from  Henry  P.  Quincy,  M.  D.,  a  framed  oil  painting  by 
Robert  Salmon,  showing  the  wharves  of  Boston  and  other 
buildings  in  1829.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Society  on  the 
13th  of  March,  Mr,  Henry  Hitchings,  a  friend  of  the  artist, 
read  a  paper  in  which  he  said  : 

In  my  younger  days  I  knew  Robert  Salmon  very  well 
(artists  were  not  so  plentiful  then  as  now),  and  I  used 
to  go  to  his  studio  which  was  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
Marine  Railway  wharf,  and  directly  over  a  boat  builder's 
shop. 

His  studio  and  living  room,  or  rooms,  were  on  the  same 
floor,  and  I  recall  the  fact  that  he  had  a  bay  window  built 
from  his  studio,  and  overhanging  the  wharf,  which  was  so 
arranged  that  it  gave  him  not  only  a  direct  view  across  the 
harbor,  but  also  an  opportunity  to  see  both  up  and  down 
stream.  He  was  a  small  man,  most  unmistakably  Scotch  in 
his  appearance  and  conversation.  He  was  a  man  of  very 
quick  temper,  and  one  who  generally  called  a  spade  by  its 
proper   name. 

A  nephew  of  his  lived  with  him  for  a  time,  and,  if  I  remem- 
ber rightly,  he  had  a  great  deal  of  talent  as  an  artist,  but  he 
"went  to  the  bad,"  and  the  uncle's  temper  was  not  particu- 
larly improved  by  his  efforts  to  make  a  decent  man  and  a  good 
artist  of  him.  My  impression  now  is  that  he  had  sent  for 
this  nephew  to  come  and  live  with  him  as  a  companion,  and 
to  learn  his  art  from  him.  After  the  nephew  ran  away,  as  he 
did  finally,  the  uncle  continued  to  live  alone  as  he  had  pre- 
vious to  his  nephew  joining  him. 

I  recall  the  fact  that  Salmon  had  in  his  studio,  among  other 
pictures,  a  copy  which  he  had  made  in  England  from  one  of 
J,  M.  W.  Turner's  pictures,  which  he  seemed  to  prize  very 
highly.  I  cannot  now  recall  the  subject  of  this  work,  but 
should  say  from  my  recollection  it  might  have  been  "  The 
Wreck  of  The  Minotaur  "  ;  at  any  rate  it  was  a  picture  with 
rough  water  and  a  stormy  sky,  and  much  more  imaginative 
and  poetic  in  its  treatment  than  any  original  work  by  Salmon 
I  have  ever  seen. 
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Salmon's  pictures  were  generally  very  realistic,  —  he  loved 
to  paint  what  was  about  him,  —  and  I  remember,  in  this  con- 
nection, his  asking  me  one  day  if  I  had  seen  a  recent  picture 
by  George  L.  Brown  (a  view  of  Chingford  Church  in  Eng- 
land), and  on  my  replying  in  the  affirmative,  he  turned  upon 
me  with  the  question  :  "  What  does  that  f elite  keep  going  to 
England  to  paint  Chingford  Church  for ;  can't  he  find  any- 
thing to  paint  at  home  ?  " 

The  view  of  Boston  Harbor,  which  has  come  into  the  pos- 
session of  your  Society,  I  remember  very  well,  having  seen 
it  in  progress  in  his  studio,  and  also  many  times  after  it  was 
completed.  My  impression  about  its  general  history  is,  that 
it  was  painted  to  order  for  some  wealthy  merchant  of  Boston 
who,  when  it  was  completed  (there  having  been  no  written 
agreement  as  to  price),  declined  to  pay  the  amount  asked  by 
the  artist  for  the  picture,  and  I  feel  quite  sure  it  was  offered 
for  sale  in  one  of  the  establishments  (few  in  number  at  that 
time)  where  works  of  art  were  exhibited  for  that  purpose. 

Salmon  was  not  an  idealist ;  his  pictures  were  faithful  tran- 
scripts of  what  he  saw  and  felt,  and  as  such  they  will  always 
have  a  certain  amount  of  historic  value.  His  preference 
seemed  to  be  for  bright,  breezy  effects,  with  plenty  of  sun- 
shine ;  the  sea  in  its  wilder  aspects,  with  stormy  clouds,  dis- 
mantled wrecks,  and  rocky  shores,  had  for  him  apparently  no 
attraction,  and  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  seen  a  single 
work  by  him  in  which  he  had  attempted  to  depict  its  more 
wicked  aspects. 

Occasionally  he  painted  landscapes  with  still  water.  I  re- 
call one  picture  of  this  kind,  a  view  of  the  Neponset  River, 
with  a  broken,  grassy  bank,  and  trees  upon  it  reflected  in  the 
water,  upon  which  were  one  or  two  small  boats.  And  I  also 
recall  an  incident  connected  with  another  landscape  by  him, 
the  subject  of  which  I  do  not  remember.  In  some  way  an 
accident  had  happened  to  this  picture,  which  had  left  a  spot  or 
blemish  of  some  kind  upon  the  sky ;  and  the  artist  showed  it 
to  me  in  that  condition,  with  a  good  many  expressions  of  dis- 
gust. When  next  I  called  upon  him  he  showed  it  to  me  again, 
asking  me  if  I  "  should  ever  have  thought  of  that  way  out  of 
his  trouble  with  the  sky,"  and  upon  my  answering  in  the 
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negative,  his  rejoinder  was  "  Nor  I,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
fourth  of  July."  He  had  painted  a  balloon  to  cover  the  spot 
in  the  sky,  and  two  figures  in  the  foreground  of  his  picture, 
one  of  whom  was  pointing  up  to  it. 

But  I  must  not  weary  your  patience,  and  indeed  there  is  a 
limit  beyond  which  time  will  not  permit  me  to  go.  I  regret 
that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  the  name  of  the  principal 
craft  in  the  Boston  Harbor  picture,  but  will  venture  in  Yankee 
fashion  to  gtiess  that  she  belonged  to  the  Oxnards  of  that 
time. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Society  on  the  nth  December, 
1894,  Mr.  Hill  read  the  following  paper  on  the  same  subject : 

The  picture  of  the  Boston  wharves,  with  a  large  ship  in 
the  foreground,  painted  in  1829  by  Robert  Salmon,  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Bostonian  Society  last  winter  by  Dr.  Henry 
P.  Quincy,  in  behalf  of  his  brother,  the  late  Mr.  Edmund 
Quincy,  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  objects  in  our  histori- 
cal collections,  and  although  it  has  already  been  made  the 
subject  of  remark  at  one  of  our  meetings,  deserves,  I  think, 
some  further  notice. 

Mr.  Henry  Hitchings  gave  us  an  account,  in  March,  of  the 
author  of  this  picture,  a  Scotch  artist,  an  eccentric  man,  who 
lived  for  several  years  in  Boston  during  the  first  third  of  this 
century,  and  was  very  industrious  and  successful,  particularly 
as  a  marine  painter.  A  copy  of  a  catalogue  of  his  works  is 
said  to  be  in  existence  in  this  city,  but,  unfortunately,  it  can- 
not be  found  at  this  time ;  otherwise  we  should  be  able  to 
identify  the  picture  before  us,  which  bears  the  number  634, 
We  are  left  to  conjecture,  therefore,  as  to  the  identity  of  the 
ship  which  stands  out  so  prominently  on  the  canvas.  In  the 
absence  of  positive  knowledge,  I  venture  the  suggestion  that 
she  was  one  of  the  following  vessels,  built  at  Medford  during 
the  decade,  1820  to  1830  : 

1822,  Ship  Lucilla,  369  tons,  built  for  Daniel  P.  Parker. 

1826,  Ship  Brookline,  376  tons,  built  for  Henry  Oxnard. 

1827,  Ship  Courser,  300  tons,  built  for  Henry  Oxnard. 

1829,  Ship  Margaret  Forbes,  398  tons,  built  for  Bryant  &  Sturgis. 
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The  Margaret  Forbes,  Capt.  Henry  Bancroft,  cleared  for 
Canton  by  way  of  London,  July  ii,  1829  ;  and  as  the  ship  in 
the  painting  has  the  effigy  of  a  woman  for  a  figurehead,  it  is 
possible  that  it  was  her  departure  which  the  artist  designed 
to  commemorate  in  this  work.  If  not  the  Margaret  Forbes, 
the  Lucilla,  probably,  was  the  original  of  the  picture.  Mr. 
Daniel  P.  Parker's  daughter,  Lucilla,  married  Mr.  Edmund 
Quincy,  Sen. 

Of  more  importance,  however,  is  the  general  view  here 
presented  of  the  water  front  of  Boston  from  India  Wharf  to 
Quincy  Market  in  the  year  1829,  which  we  may  accept  as  in 
the  main  accurate,  and  which,  therefore,  is  interesting  his- 
torically.^ A  study  of  it  will  illustrate  the  extent  to  which 
the  waters  of  our  harbor  have  been  encroached  upon,  by  the 
extension  of  wharves  and  the  laying  out  of  marginal  streets, 
during  the  last  half  century. 

Coming  to  details  in  the  picture,  one  cannot  but  notice  that 
the  sailors,  strangely  enough,  are  represented  as  engaged  in 
their  various  avocations,  wearing  tall  hats.  Whether  or  not 
this  was  a  conceit  of  the  eccentric  artist  we  cannot  say.  We 
remember  that,  years  ago,  the  English  pilots  who  boarded  the 
inward  bound  Cunard  steamers  off  Point  Lynas,  on  the  Welsh 
coast,  invariably  made  their  appearance  on  deck  in  black  silk 
hats;  but  we  never  supposed  that  common  sailors  went  about 
their  work,  under  any  circumstances,  thus  covered. 

Another  detail  is  worthy  of  special  attention,  and  it  would 
be  interesting  to  know  whether  anything  similar  to  it  has  been 
observed  in  other  paintings  of  vessels,  by  Salmon  or  any  one 
else  in  recent  times.  On  the  foretopsail  of  the  ship  there  is 
a  representation  which  has  been  described  as  a  sunburst,  but 
which  we  are  strongly  inclined  to  think  is  intended  for  what 
is  knov/n  as  Saint  Elmo's  fires.  This  may  or  may  not  have 
been  on  the  ship  itself ;  in  the  latter  case  it  would  be  another 
of  the  conceits  of  the  artist.  The  probability,  however,  is 
that  the  artist  has  given  us  an  authentic  picture  of  the  sail. 
Seamen  in  the  Mediterranean  have  been  for  ao:es  in  the  habit 


1  It  is  said  that  the  engraving  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market  in  Bowen's  "  Picture  of 
33oston"  (opp.  p.  64)  is  a  copy,  in  part,  of  the  painting  now  under  consideration. 
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of  invoking  the  help  of  Saint  Elmo,  a  bishop  of  Formio,  who 
died  early  in  the  fourth  century,  and  his  name  has  been  given 
to  a  phenomenon,  now  understood  to  be  electrical,  whose 
appearance,  as  it  suddenly  gleamed  from  yard-arm  or  mast- 
head, especially  when  seen  double,  was  hailed  as  the  best  of 
omens  for  ship  and  crew. 

But  long  before  the  days  of  the  sainted  bishop,  or,  indeed, 
the  Christian  era,  sailors  observed  and  welcomed  the  phenom- 
enon of  which  we  are  speaking,  associating  it  then  with  their 
hero-patrons,  the  Dioscuri.  The  vessel  in  which  the  Apostle 
Paul  sailed  from  Malta  to  the  Bay  of  Naples  had  for  its  sign 
Castor  and  Pollux ;  and  one  of  the  ports  at  which  he  called 
on  the  way,  Rhegium,  was  sacred  to  the  Twin  Brethren. 
These  divinities,  perhaps  the  most  attractive  in  the  whole 
ancient  mythology,  are  described  with  much  power  and 
beauty  in  one  of  Macaulay's  Lays.  After  their  intervention 
in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Rome  at  the  battle  of  the  Lake 
Regillus,  the  princely  pair,  we  are  told,  entered  the  city,  and 
with  slow  and  lordly  pace  rode  to  the  Forum  and  to  the  'well 
that  springs  by  Vesta's  fane.'  On  their  mysterious  disappear- 
ance at  the  door  of  the  temple,  the  High  Pontiff  spoke  their 
praises  to  the  awe-stricken  people,  saying  : 

*  Back  comes  the  chief  in  triumph, 

Who,  in  the  hour  of  fight, 
Hath  seen  the  Great  Twin  Brethren 

In  harness  on  his  right. 
Safe  comes  the  ship  to  haven, 

Through  billows  and  through  gales, 
If  once  the  Great  Twin  Brethren 

Sit  shining  on  the  sails.' 

Are  we  mistaken  in  associating  the  symbol  on  the  canvas 
before  us  with  the  auspicious  omen,  which,  before  and  since 
the  beginning  of  the  Christian  era,  has  brought  hope  and 
courage  to  almost  countless  generations  of  seamen  ?  We 
must  claim  the  privilege  of  thus  interpreting  it,  until  some 
more  satisfactory  explanation  is  offered. 

The  inquiry  would  be  an  interesting  one,  as  to  the  extent 
to  which  symbols  of  one  kind  and  another  have  been  painted 
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or  otherwise  marked  on  the  sails  of  ships.  We  can  only  refer 
now  and  here  to  one  memorable  instance,  without  stopping  to 
consider  whether  it  was  or  was  not  exceptional  at  the  period 
to  which  it  belongs. 

Among  the  many  treasures  of  the  Lenox  Library,  New 
York,  are  original  copies  of  the  four  editions,  printed  in  1493, 
of  the  first  letter  of  Christopher  Columbus,  telling  of  his 
great  discovery,  which  was  immediately  translated  into  Latin 
and  sent  for  publication  to  Rome.  The  rarest  and  most  in- 
teresting of  these  is  the  pictorial  edition,  complete  in  ten 
leaves,  which  the  trustees  of  the  library  have  reproduced  in 
exact  fac  simile.  The  curious  wood  cuts  with  which  it  is 
illustrated  are  supposed  by  some  to  have  been  copied  from 
drawings  made  by  Columbus  himself.  One  of  them  gives  a 
side  view  of  a  caravel,  the  Nina  or  the  Pinta,  perhaps,  and 
shows,  on  the  swelling  front  of  its  foresail,  the  symbol  of  the 
Cross,  in  the  Maltese  form,  as  we  judge.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  Columbus  made  his  final  appeal,  especially  to 
Queen  Isabella,  'by  holding  out  the  prospect  of  extending  the 
empire  of  the  Cross  over  nations  of  benighted  heathen,  while 
he  proposed  to  devote  the  profits  of  his  enterprise  to  the  re- 
covery of  the  Holy  Sepulchre.'  We  can  well  understand  that, 
embarking  under  the  inspiration  of  this  supreme  purpose,  he 
would  emblazon  upon  his  sails  the  sign  in  which  he  expected 
to  overcome  all  the  obstacles  which  lay  before  him,  and  that 
he  would  adopt  the  Cross  of  the  Knights  Hospitaller  of  St. 
John,  who  were  sworn  to  protect  and  defend  the  Holy  Sepul- 
chre to  the  last  drop  of  their  blood.  The  great  admiral  sailed 
from  Palos  on  Friday,  the  day  of  our  Redemption,  as  histori- 
rians  remind  us,  and  the  day  also  on  which  the  Holy  Sepul- 
chre was  recovered  by  Godfrey  de  Bouillon.  That  he  would 
sail  under  the  sign  of  the  Cross,  seems  antecedently  prob- 
able ;  that  he  did  so  sail,  is  made  almost  certain  by  the  picto- 
rial edition  of  his  first  letter,  of  which  one  perfect  copy,  and 
only  one,  so  far  as  is  known,  has  come  down  to  us.^ 

1  In  a  picture  of  a  vessel  of  the  fifteenth  century,  reproduced  in  Mr.  Justin 
Winsor's  "  Christopher  Columbus  "  (p.  82),  there  are  representations  on  the  sails 
of  what  appear  to  be  a  Latin  and  two  Greek  crosses. 


43 

The  Committee  of  Publication  have  caused  to  be  engraved 
this  valuable  picture  of  Boston's  Wharves  as  the  frontispiece 
of  this  Report. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  Col.  Henry  Hastings  presented 
to  the  Society  a  collection  of  models  and  paintings  of  ships 
owned  and  managed  by  the  firm  of  Henry  Hastings  &  Com- 
pany, from  the  year  1847  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Hastings  in 
1887.  In  view  of  the  value  of  this  collection  as  a  whole,  a 
room  was  prepared  for  it,  to  be  known  as  the  "Henry  Hast- 
ings Room,"  and  the  various  articles  were  suitably  arranged 
under  the  supervision  and  at  the  expense  of  Col.  Hastings. 

The  Committee  have  prepared  the  following  list  of  the 
articles  comprising  this  invaluable  collection,  for  which  Col. 
Hastings  received  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  Committee  and 
the  Society.  The  models  are  board  models,  showing  the 
lines  of  the  vessels  in  half  sections  : 

1.  Barque  Kate  Hastings.  Built  in  Newburyport,  1847, 
by  W.  &  B.  W.  Picket.  First  voyage,  Capt.  James  G.  Allen, 
sailed  from  Boston,  Oct.  19,  1847,  and  arrived  at  Batavia, 
Jan.  26,  1848  —  99  days. 

2.  Ship  Midnight.  Built  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  by  Messrs. 
Fernald  &  Pettigrew.  Launched  May  18,  1854.  Length,  170 
ft.  II  in.  ;  breadth,  34  ft.  11  in.;  depth,  21  ft.;  tons,  962  ^\ 
First  voyage,  Capt.  James  B.  Hatch,  sailed  from  Boston,  June 
30,  to  San  Francisco,  where  she  arrived  Oct.  25,  1854 —  116 
days.  Abandoned  Jan.  7,  1878,  at  Ambogna,  Banda  Sea,  after 
a  heavy  gale. 

3.  Ship  Noonday.  Built  by  Messrs.  Fernald  &  Pettigrew, 
at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  Launched  Aug.  25,  1855.  Length, 
182  ft.  ;  breadth,  97ft.  5  in.  ;  depth,  23  ft.;  tons,  1,177.  First 
voyage,  Capt.  W.  B.  Gerry,  sailed  from  Boston,  Oct.  17,  1855, 
for  San  Francisco,  where  she  arrived  March  i,  1856 — 135 
days.  The  Noonday  struck  a  sunken  rock  off  the  Farallones, 
entrance  to  San  Francisco,  Jan.  2,  1863,  just  at  noontime, 
while  the  captain  was  taking  the  sun.  She  filled  and  sank 
with  all  sails  set.  The  rock  was  subsequently  named  "  Noon- 
day rock." 
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4-  Ship  Charger  (first).  Built  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  by 
E.  G.  Pierce,  and  launched  October,  1856.  Length,  195  ft.  ; 
breadth,  38  ft.  ;  depth,  23^  ft.  ;  tons,  1,307.  First  voyage, 
Capt.  Luther  Hurd,  sailed  from  Boston,  Jan.  4,  1857,  for 
San  Francisco.  She  made  the  quickest  passage  (80  days) 
from  Calcutta  to  Boston.  The  Charger  struck  a  coral 
reef  near  the  island  of  Macatare,  Dec.  14,  1873,  and  was 
abandoned. 

5.  Ship  Harry  Hastings.  Built  by  E.  G.  Pierce  in  Ports- 
mouth, and  launched  Nov.  24,  1858.  Tons,  863.  First  voy- 
age, Capt.  G.  W.  Tucker,  sailed  from  Boston,  Dec.  15,  1858, 
for  San  Francisco,  and  arrived  there  May  3,  1859 —  138  days. 
On  her  third  voyage  the  Harry  Hastings  was  lost  and  none  of 
her  crew  were  ever  heard  from. 

6.  Ship  Cutwater.  Built  at  Medford  by  James  O.  Curtis 
and  launched  May  17,  1861.  Length,  173  ft.  ;  breadth,  38  ft. 
8  in.  ;  depth,  23  ft.  ;  tons,  986.  First  voyage,  Capt.  W.  V. 
Potter,  sailed  from  Boston  for  San  Francisco,  Jan.  17,  1862. 
This  ship  was  sold  at  Hamburg  in  1882,  and  her  name  was 
changed  to  the  Port  Royal  of  Bremen. 

7.  Ship  Invincible,  rigged  model  (loaned).  Purchased  in 
.New  York,  1863.  First  voyage,  Capt.  George  K.  Kellum, 
sailed  from  New  York,  May  3,  1863,  and  arrived  at  San  Fran- 
cisco September,  1863  —  135  days.  Burned  in  Philadelphia 
some  years  later. 

8.  Barque  Nonantiim  (oil  painting).  Built  by  Hartley 
Lord  &  Co.,  Kennebunk,  Maine,  in  December,  1861.  Pur- 
chased November,  1863.  Tons,  998.  First  voyage,  Capt. 
Seth  Kingman,  sailed  from  New  York,  Dec.  29,  1863,  for  San 
Francisco;  passage  154  days. 

9.  Ship  Daring.  Built  at  Newburyport  by  Jackman,  for 
Messrs.  Bush  &  Comstock,  and  purchased  by  Henry  Hast- 
ings, Feb.  2,  1863.  Tons,  1,095.  First  voyage,  Capt.  W.  W. 
Henry,  from  New  York,  April  9,  1863,  for  San  Francisco  ; 
passage  129  days.  The  Daring  encountered  a  gale  from 
Baker's  Island  to  Liverpool,  and  was  totally  dismasted  ;  bore 
away  for  Valparaiso  and  arrived  there  under  jury  mast  July 
28,  1865,  99  days  from  Baker's  Island,  and  63  days  from  the 
time  of  the  accident.     She  was  sold  in  Valparaiso. 
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10.  Brig  Madawaska.  Built  in  Medford  by  Messrs.  Hay- 
den  &  Cudworth,  launched  May  12,  1866,  Tons,  511.  Lost 
at  Avola,  Sicily,  1875. 

11.  Brig  Nellie  Hastings.  Built  at  Medford  by  James 
O.  Curtis.  Launched  March  31,  1866.  Tons,  467.  First 
voyage,  Capt,  Cyrus  Hall,  from  Boston,  Oct.  20,  1866,  for 
Liverpool;  passage  21  days.  Abandoned,  sinking,  after  a 
typhoon,  March  13,  1875,  in  Ion.  14,  lat.  49.38  N.,  and  the 
crew  was  taken  off  by  the  barque  Victoria  and  landed  in 
Liverpool. 

12.  Barque  John  Worster.  Built  by  James  O.  Curtis  in 
Medford.  Launched  May  11,  1867.  Tons,  611.  First  voy- 
age, in  ballast  for  Philadelphia,  and  loaded  there  for  San 
Francisco,  Capt.  G.  B.  Knowles. 

13.  Ship  Springfield.  Built  by  James  O.  Curtis  in  Med- 
ford. Launched  Nov.  19,  1868.  Length,  170  ft.  ;  breadth, 
36  ft.  ;  depth,  23.5  ft.  ;  tons,  1,043.  First  voyage,  Capt.  Jas. 
S.  Dwight,  from  Boston,  Dec.  28,  1868,  for  Bombay;  passage 
123  days.  Sold  in  Hamburg,  1880,  and  sailed  under  the 
German  flag ;  renamed  Christina. 

14.  Ship  Cashmere.  Built  by  James  O.  Curtis  in  Medford, 
Launched  May  22,  1869.  Length,  166  ft.  ;  breadth,  32I  ft.  ; 
depth,  21^  ft.  ;  tons,  937.  First  voyage,  Capt.  S.  K.  King- 
man, from  Boston,  July  3,  1869,  for  Batavia  ;  passage,  100 
days.  Changed  into  a  barque  in  1881.  The  barque  Cashmere 
encountered  a  typhoon  in  Van  Diemen's  Straits,  Sept.  12, 
1885  ;  all  the  masts  were  cut  away,  and  Capt.  Alex.  Nicols 
and  first  and  second  mates  washed  overboard  ;  with  only  one 
boat  left,  part  of  the  crew  started  for  land.  The  remainder 
of  the  crew  stayed  by  the  ship  for  nine  days,  when  they  man- 
aged to  make  a  raft  and  left  the  vessel.  They  reached  shore, 
and  after  many  days  of  travel  arrived  at  Nagasaki,  Japan. 
The  cargo  being  oil,  the  vessel  did  not  sink,  but  was  never 
found. 

15.  Ship  Pilgrim.  Built  by  J.  T.  Foster  of  Medford,  the 
last  vessel  built  there.  Launched  Dec.  3,  1873.  Length,  173 
ft.  ;  breadth,  35  ft.  ;  depth,  20  ft. ;  tons,  957.  First  voyage, 
from  Boston,  Capt,  Fowle,  Feb.  14,  1874,  for  Hong  Kong; 
passage,  121  days.     Changed  to  a  barque  in  1880. 
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i6.  Ship  North  American.  Built  by  Messrs.  Curtis  & 
Smith  in  East  Boston.  Launched  Jan.  3,  1873.  Length, 
219.65  ft.  ;  breadth,  41  ft.  ;  depth,  24.05  ft.  ;  tons,  1,584. 
First  voyage,  Capt.  G.  W.  Tucker,  New  York,  May  4,  1873, 
for  Melbourne ;  passage,  72  days.  This  ship  made  several 
remarkable  short  passages,  for  instance  :  New  York  to  Mel- 
bourne, 72  days,  14,112  miles,  196  miles  per  day;  Melbourne 
to  San  Francisco,  51  days,  10,500  miles,  204  miles  per  day; 
San  Francisco  to  Liverpool,  93  days,  16,919  miles,  182  miles 
per  day,  or  a  grand  total  of  216  days,  41,539  miles,  192  miles 
average  per  day,  or  8  miles  per  hour,  for  216  consecutive  sail- 
ing days.  She  was  lost  in  a  typhoon  on  her  way  from  Japan 
to  New  York,  July  23,  1892. 

17.  Ship  Charger  (second).  Built  by  Smith  &  Townsend 
in  East  Boston.  Launched  April  18,  1874.  Length,  205  ft.  ; 
breadth,  40  ft.  ;  depth,  24  ft.  ;  tons,  1,444.  First  voyage, 
Capt.  G.  B.  Knowles,  New  York,  June  9,  1874,  to  San  Fran- 
cisco;  passage,  128  days. 

18.  Charts  showing  the  passage  of  the  ship  South  Ameri- 
can.  Built  by  Smith  &  Townsend  in  East  Boston.  Launched 
Sept.  2,  1876.  Length,  245  ft.  ;  breadth,  41  ft.  10  in.  ;  depth, 
25  ft.  6  in.  ;  tons,  1,762.  First  voyage,  Capt,  G.  B.  Knowles, 
New  York,  Dec.  3,  1876,  for  San  Francisco  ;  passage,  109 
days.  The  South  American  was  at  her  time  the  fastest  sail- 
ing vessel  afloat.  She  made  a  voyage  from  San  Francisco  to 
Liverpool,  thence  to  Cardiff,  Eng.,  thence  to  Hong  Kong  and 
back  to  San  Francisco,  in  10  months  and  17  days,  including 
discharging  and  loading  time.  This  is  the  quickest  sailing 
time  on  record  around  the  world.  She  also  made  three  con- 
secutive passages  from  San  Francisco  to  Liverpool  in  100 
days  each  ;  once  to  Cardiff  in  89  days,  thence  Hong  Kong  to 
New  York  in  2>Z  days.  She  was  lost  Sept.  15,  1889,  in  Struy's 
Bay,  Cape  L'Agulhas,  southern  end  of  Africa.  The  charts  also 
show  the  quick  passages  of  the  Charger  and  North  American. 

19.  Framed  oil  painting  of  the  Kate  Hastings  (No.  i). 

20.  Framed  oil  painting  of  the  Nonaiitnm  (No.  8;. 

21.  Full-rigged  model  of   the  Cashmere  (No.  14);  loaned. 

22.  Framed  oil  painting  of  the  steamship  Mississippi  (for- 
merly Memphis),  1,321  tons,  built  at  Dunbarton,  Scotland,  in 
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1863.  She  was  used  as  a  blockade  runner  during  the  war, 
and  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  Government ;  was  purchased 
by  William  F.  Weld  &  Co.,  and  run  for  some  years  by  them 
on  their  New  Orleans  line  ;  was  sold  to  the  New  York  and 
Azorean  S.  S.  Co.,  managed  by  Henry  Hastings  &  Co.,  and 
run  to  the  Azores  ;  finally  sold  to  the  Oregon  Improvement 
Co.,  of  Portland,  Oregon. 

23.  Framed  rigged  model  of  the  Cutwater  (No.  6). 

24.  Model  of  the  Kate  Hastings  (No.  i) ;  rigged  as  a  ship. 

25.  26.  Two  boarding  pikes  and  a  cutlass,  used  on  board 
ship  as  a  defence  against  pirates. 

27.  Oil  painting  of  the  barque  Kate  Hastings  (No.  i); 
framed. 

28.  Framed  photograph  of  the  ship  North  American  (No. 
16). 

29.  Framed  photograph  of  the  ship  Daring  dismasted  off 
Baker's  Island,  May  26,  1865  (No.  9). 

30.  Photograph  of  the  ship  New  Era  on  the  stocks  ;  framed. 

31.  Framed  photograph  of  the  exhibit  (this  collection)  of 
Henry  Hastings  &  Co.  at  the  Fair  of  the  Mass.  Mechanics' 
Charitable  Association  in  1887,  which  received  a  gold  medal. 

32.  Framed  photograph  of  the  same  exhibit  at  the  Mari- 
time Exhibition  in  Mechanics'  Building  in  1890,  which  took 
the  first  award. 

33.  Framed  crayon  portrait  of  Henry  Hastings ;  born 
Sept.  2,  1818;  died  Aug.  9,  1887. 

34.  Framed  oil  painting  of  the  private  signal  of  the  firm 
of  "  Henry  Hastings  &  Company." 

35.  Sign  of  Henry  Hastings  at  126  State  street ;  fifty 
years  old. 

36.  Half  shell  of  the  Tridachna,  a  monster  single-valved 
conch  from  Singapore. 

37.  Framed  chart  of  the  private  signals  of  the  merchants 
of  Boston. 

38.  "  Off  the  Cape  "  ;  an  old  colored  lithograph,  framed, 
of  a  ship  off  Cape  Horn. 

The  Committee  has  placed  two  new  cases  in  the  large  room 
on  the  first  floor,  in  order  to  attract  visitors  who  have  not  yet 
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learned  that  we  have  three  stories  in  this  building,  containing 
interesting  relics  of  Boston's  history. 

A  detailed  list  of  the  Accessions  to  the  Society's  Col- 
lections during  the  past  year  accompanies  this  Report. 

The  Committee  would  add  its  word  to  the  general  expres- 
sion of  regret  at  the  loss  of  its  former  chairman,  the  late 
Samuel  H.  Russell.  His  unremitting  interest  in  this  Society 
showed  itself  to  no  greater  advantage  than  in  the  faithful 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  Committee.  During  the 
whole  course  of  our  history,  his  wide  acquaintance  and  cul- 
tivated taste  brought  to  our  collections  many  objects  of  great 
and  permanent  value. 

For  the  Committee, 

S.  Arthur  Bent, 

Clerk. 

REPORT   OF   THE   TREASURER. 

In  spite  of  the  financial  depression  of  the  past  year,  the 
receipts  of  the  Society  almost  reached  the  highest  point  ever 
attained,  and  notwithstanding  the  increase  of  expenditures 
caused  by  the  loan  exhibition  of  pictures  of  clipper  ships  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  the  addition  of  new  rooms  at 
its  close,  we  carry  a  balance  to  new  account. 

The  Permanent  or  Life  Membership  Fund  amounted  on 
Dec.  31,  1894,  to  ^16,626.65.  During  the  past  year  ^1,000 
were  received  in  payment  of  the  legacy  of  the  late  J.  Henry 
Stickney,  of  Baltimore.  The  fund  has  been  invested  by  the 
purchase  of  bonds  at  the  following  prices  : 


Five  City  of  Cleveland     5  per  cent.  Bonds  .  $5,156  94 

Three  City  of  Boston       4         "            "      .  .  3,043  58 

Two  City  of  Boston         4         "            "      .  .  2,029  28 

Three  City  of  Cleveland  5         "            "      .  .  3,237  08 

Two  City  of  Dayton         5         "  "      .         .       2,215  0° 

Total $15,681  88 


1893. 

August 

22. 

" 

23- 

" 

24. 

October 

31- 

1894. 

Nov. 

10. 
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The  balance,  ^944.77,  remains  in  the  New  England  Trust 
Company,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  statement  of 
the  year's  transactions.      [See  p.  53.] 

S.  Arthur  Bent, 

Treasurer. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  whole  number  of  volumes  received  during  the  past 
year  was  52  ;  of  pamphlets,  163.  Among  the  more  notable 
accessions  were :  The  literary  papers  of  Russell  Sturgis, 
from  Major  Sturgis;  "The  Daggett-Doggett  Family,"  from 
the  Rev.  C.  D.  Bradlee ;  "  Colonial  History,  Illustrated  by 
Medals,"  from  Mr.  W.  T.  R.  Marvin  ;  "  The  Proceedings  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,"  in  19  volumes,  from  the 
Secretary,  Mr.  S.  D.  Nickerson  ;  "  Schools  and  Schoolboys 
of  Old  Boston";  "The  Street  Maps  of  Boston,"  from  Mr. 
W.  H.  Whitmore ;  "The  Constitution  of  the  Boston  Fire 
Club,  1824,"  from  Mr.  Edward  I.  Browne;  "The  Early 
Records  of  Providence,"  Vol.  IV,  from  Mr.  T.  S.  Mitchell, 
the  previous  volumes  having  been  already  received  from  the 
same  gentleman  ;  "The  Professional  and  Industrial  History 
of  Suffolk  County,"  three  volumes,  from  Mr.  D.  H.  Coolidge  ; 
Artillery  Election  Sermons  for  1732,  '36,  ''^%,  '58,  '6"],  '74, 
1816;  Fourth  of  July  Orations,  1799,  1810,  '15,  '25. 

A  "  List  of  the  Accessions  and  Donors  "  is  given  on  pages 
51  and  52. 

The  acquisition  of  new  rooms,  into  which  the  library  has 
been  moved,  together  with  additional  shelf  room,  will  allow 
the  Society  to  accept  donations  of  books  relating  to  the  his- 
tory of  Boston,  or  pamphlets  on  the  same  subject. 

For  the  Library  Committee, 

S.  Arthur  Bent, 

Clerk. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Samuel  Wells,  Chairman  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  nominate  officers  of  the  Society,  to  hold  office  for  the  year 
1895,  reported  the  following  names  : 

For  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 
Samuel  Arthur  Bent. 


For  Directors. 


Curtis  Guild, 
David  H.  Coolidge, 
Hamilton  A.  Hill, 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish, 


John  Lathrop, 
George  O.  Carpenter, 
Benjamin  C.  Clark, 
James  F.  Hunnewell, 


Levi  L.  Willcutt, 
A  ballot  being  ordered,  they  were  declared  elected. 

The  foregoing  reports  were  accepted  and  ordered  placed 
on  file.     The  Society  then  adjourned. 

S.  Arthur  Bent, 

Clerks 
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ACCESSIONS    TO  THE   LIBRARY,   1894. 


Donors. 

Vols. 

Pam- 
phlets. 

American  Historical  Association   .... 

I 

American  Historical  Society 

2 

Andrews,  C.  Stanley 

I 

Appleton,  Nathan 

3 

14 

Art  Museum,  Trustees  of 

I 

Beck,  Frederick     . 

I 

Bent,  S.  Arthur      . 

5 

Boston  Park  Commissioners 

2 

Boston  Public  Library    . 

18 

Bostonian  Publishing  Company 

I 

Bradlee,  Rev.  Caleb  D. 

I 

I 

Brookline  Public  Library 

I 

Browne,  Edward  I. 

I 

Brown,  Francis  H. 

I 

Buffalo  Historical  Society 

I 

Carpenter,  George  0.     . 

I 

Cheney,  Mrs.  Arthur 

I 

Colonial  Wars,  Mass,  Society  of 

I 

Commissioners  of  Labor 

I 

Coolidge,  David  H. 

3 

Dedham  Historical  Society    . 

4 

Delaware  Bureau  of  Education 

3 

Ernst,  C.  W.           ... 

I 

Essex  Institute,  Salem 

2 

Folsom,  Albert  A. 

2 

Goodwin,  Daniel    . 

I 

Green,  Samuel  A. 

4 

Guild,  Curtis 

I 

Hayden,  Albert  F. 

5 

Hapgood,  Warren 

I 

Horton,  E.  S. 

I 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co 

I 

14 

74 

52 


Donors. 

Vols. 

Pam- 
phlets. 

Number  brought  fo7"ward^       .... 

14 

74 

Hill,  Hamilton  A. 

4 

4 

Hunnewell,  James  F.     . 

I 

Huntoon,  Mrs.  D.  T.  V. 

3 

Jackson,  William   . 

I 

Kneeland,  Mrs.  J.  A.     . 

I 

Lodge,  Henry  Cabot 

I 

Massachusetts  Colonial  Society 

I 

Massachusetts  Humane  Society 

I 

Marvin,  W.  T.  R.  . 

I 

27 

Matthews,  Nathan,  Jr.   . 

2 

McLeod,  F.  F.        . 

I 

Means,  James 

I 

Missouri  Historical  Society    . 

I 

Mitchell,  T.  S.       . 

I 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society 

2 

New  England  Society  of  New  York 

I 

Nickerson,  S.  D 

19 

Ohio  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society 

I 

Osgood,  Martha  B.,  Estate  of 

I 

Peabody  Institute,  Trustees  of 

2 

Porter,  Edward  G.          .... 

I 

Potumtuck  Valley  Association  of  Deerfield 

I 

Public  Reservations,  Trustees  of  . 

I 

Purchased      ...... 

4 

16 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society   . 

I 

Slafter,  Edmund  F 

I 

Shreve,  G.  W 

10 

Sons  of  American  Revolution,  Mass.  Society 

of 

I 

Sturgis,  Russell 

I 

Spalding,  Edward           .... 

7 

St.  Andrew's  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

I 

Taunton  Public  Library 

I 

Whitmore,  William  H 

2 

Yale  University      .         .         .         . 

2 

Total  .         .         . 

. 

52 

.63 

53 
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ACCESSIONS 
TO   THE   SOCIETY'S    COLLECTIONS,   1894. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Appleton,  Nathan 
Balfour,  David  M. 

Bent,  S.  Arthur 
Blanchard,  S.  Stillman 

Boyd,  Francis 

Bowditch,  Alex.  G. 

Bradford,  Phcebe  C. 
Bradlee,  Rev.  C.  D. 

Browne,  Edward  I. 


Black,  J.  W. 


Carpenter,  Geo.  O.,  Jr. 
Chamberlain,  Miss  J. 
Christ    Church,    War- 
dens and  Vestry  of. 


Funeral  of  Gen.  Corse  and  other  cards,  programmes, 
notices,  etc. 

Beacon  Hill  in  1736,  showing  the  estates  and 
owners.  Drawn  by  Alexander  Miller,  Civil  En- 
gineer. 

Engraved  likeness  of  the  late  Henry  W.  Paine. 

Framed  qil  portrait  of  Thomas  Blanchard,  inven- 
tor. 

Flag  of  the  4th  Co.,  30th  Reg.,  1st  Div.,  Mass. 
Vol.  Militia. 

Framed  photograph  of  Hollis  Street  Church  ;  built 
1788;  removed  to  Braintree,  18 10;  photograph 
taken  in  1893. 

Photograph  of  the  Merchant  House,  Pearl  Street. 

Framed  diploma  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Northern 
Antiquai^ies  of  Denmark,  with  signature  of 
Christian  IX,  the  President;  photograph  of 
George  C.  Shattuck,  M.  D. 

Specimens  of  Confederate  money;  "Columbian 
Centinel,"  March  4,  i8or ;  "  Massachusetts 
Gazette,"  1771  ;  promissory  note  of  James 
Leach  for  two  dollars,  1794;  a  bullet  from 
Bunker  Hill,  and  another  from  Stillwater. 

Photograph  of  the  burning  of  the  Globe  Theatre, 
1894;  photograph  of  "The  Traveller"  build- 
ing. State  Street;  photograph  of  the  Tremont 
House,  taken  May,  1894;  four  photographs  of 
the  Tremont  Street  fire  in  Roxbury. 

Manuscript  Elegy  on  John  Hancock,  1793. 

Blue  plate,  with  picture  of  McDonough's  Victory. 

Yoke  and  irons  of  one  of  the  bells  in  Christ  Church, 
with  a  wheel  set  in  the  floor  through  which  the 
bell  rope  passed.  It  is  the  original  white  oak 
stock,  with  wrought  iron  hangings  and  stop 
stay,  of  one  of  the  bells  sent  from  England  in 
1744.  The  wheels  in  the  floor  where  the  bell 
ropes  passed  served  to  prevent  friction,  and  in- 
side them  are  other  wheels  which  run  on  ball 
bearings. 
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Clark,  Benjamin  C. 
Clarke,  Thomas  Wm. 

Clarke,  W.  B. 

Cotter,  Percy  H. 

(Loan). 
Crooker,  Elmer  H. 
Cruft,  Rev.  S.  B. 

Curtis,  Henry  P. 


Curtis,  Miss  Isabella  P, 

Daly,  John  T. 

Davis,  J.  Alba 
Folsom,  Albert  A. 

Forbes,  Frank   H. 
Hastings,  Henry 
Hill,  Hamilton  A. 
Holman,  T.  A. 
Hoyt,  George 
Huntoon,  Mrs.  D.T.V 

Kellogg,  Warren  F. 

Lane,  J.  Ballard 
Leonard,  Samuel  H. 


DESCRIPTION. 


"  The  Old  and  the  New,"  photograph  of  the  Old 
State  House  and  the  Ames  Building ;  framed. 

Three  plaster  casts  of  Royal  Arms  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, from  an  8-in.  howitzer,  1727  ;  arms  of  Lord 
George  Sackville,  1759;  ^^^  another  oii  a  gun 
captured  at  Yorktown. 

Menu  of  dinner  of  the  Sons  of  American  Revo- 
lution ;  Union  Boat  Club,  1891. 

A  cutlass  dug  up  on  the  Nickerson  estate  on  the 
south  side  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Brick  from  the  Auchmuty  House  in  Roxbury. 

A  Franklin  medal  given  to  Thomas  Powars  in 
1796. 

Photographs  of  No.  296  Beacon  Street,  the  resi- 
dence of  Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes  ;  the  corner  of  Bea- 
con and  Bowdoin  Streets  ;  the  corner  of  Beacon 
and  Mt.  Vernon  Streets ;  Mt.  Vernon  Street 
near  Beacon  Street ;  Bowdoin  Street  and  Beacon 
Hill  Place. 

Ticket  to  dinner  given  to  President  John  Adams  at 
Faneuil  Hall  in  1797  ;  other  tickets,  and  rules  of 
the  Assembly,  1794. 

Menu  of  banquet  to  John  S.  Damrell,  Inspector  of 
Buildings,  with  picture  of  the  Old  State  House 
and  a  reproduction  of  the  tablet  in  the  corridor. 

Pocketbook  belonging  to  Joshua  Davis  (1762- 
1842). 

Coupon  tickets  of  the  excursions  of  the  Ancient 
and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  in  1885  and 
1894. 

Piece  of  the  foundation  of  Central  Wharf;  put 
down  in  18 14,  taken  up  in  1889. 

Fifteen  models  of  ships  and  other  articles ;  with 
loan  of  models  of  two  full-rigged  ships. 

Twenty-sixth  Anniversary  of  the  Congregational 
Club,  Programme,  April  23,  1894. 

Photographs  of  pictures  of  old  ships,  taken  from 
the  exhibition  of  the  Bostonian  Society,  1894. 

Broadside,  with  view  of  W.  P.  Tewksbury's  Book- 
store in  Washington  Street. 

Vouchers  on  the  Gardiner  Greene  —  Vane  House  ; 
"  Why  Henry  Laurens  ordered  his  body  to  be 
burned";  Bunker  Hill  Centennial,  1875,  and 
other  papers. 

Photograph  of  the  Nightingale  and  other  clipper 
ships. 

Manuscript  document  of  1669. 

Advertisement  of  the  steamer  Argo  to  Fort  Inde- 
pendendence  in  1861. 
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Lunt,  William  P. 


Marvin,  W.  T.  R. 


Matthews,  Nathan,  Jr 
May,  Henry  A. 
Mitchell, MissBessieM 
Mullett,  A.  E. 

Norcross,  Granville  H 


Osgood,    Martha    B. 
Estate  of 


Parker,  Miss  Sarah 

Pierce,  Edward  L. 
Pratt,  John  F. 

Pratt,  Franklin  S. 
Purchased 
Quincy,  Henry  P. 

Reed,  Mrs.  Mary  C. 

Reed,  Samuel  N. 
Reynolds,  William  H. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Autographs  of  Daniel  Webster,  Professor  J.  W. 
Webster,  Edward  Everett,  George  Lunt,  and 
many  others ;  engraved  portraits  of  Increase 
Mather,  James  Otis,  Isaiah  Thomas  (2),  Rev. 
F.  Prince. 

Ticket  of  admission  to  the  Consecration  of  Bishop 
Lawrence,  Oct.  5,  1893  ;  programme  of  the  Wen- 
dell Phillips  Memorial  Service  in  1885  ;  Everett 
Athenaeum  supper  menu,  1876;  bill  of  lading 
of  the  ship  Adventurer,  Jonathan  Belcher, 
owner-  Capt.  Ebenezer  Bowditch,  1726-7;  three 
old  bills  of  lading,  1808,  etc. 

Bonner's  map  of  Boston,  1722;  Norman's  map, 
1789;  Carleton's  map,  1803. 

Programmes  of  the  Dorchester  Historical  Society ; 
Everett  Centenary,  etc. 

Piece  of  the  ship  Cadmus,  which  brought  Lafayette 
to  this  country  in  1824;  and  old  papers. 

Lithographs  of  Rev.  Mr.  Laurie ;  of  Bunker  Hill 
Monument  dedication ;  a  badge  worn  then,  and 
programmes. 

A  commission  signed  by  Gov.  Claflin ;  a  framed 
etching,  by  Bicknell,  of  Hunt's  portrait  of  Fran- 
cis Gardner. 

Notices  of  meetings  of  the  Alert  Fire  Company, 
1815;  agreement  with  J.  O.  Adams,  1809;  bill 
of  lading,  1779;  meeting  of  Mass.  Char.  Ass., 
1809. 

Framed  photograph  of  Hon.  Ebenezer  Seaver,  M. 
C,  of  Roxbury,  and  of  the  sickel  pear  tree,  the 
first  in  Massachusetts  ;  introduced  by  him  between 
1803  and  18 1 3,  and  still  standing  in  Roxbury. 

Daguerreotype  of  Charles  Sumner  taken  in  1853, 
aud  engraved  for  Pierce's  Life  of  Sumner. 

Etchings  of  the  Old  South  Church,  1675  ?  of  the 
Rev.  Roger  Price  ;  of  Revere's  picture  of  Bos- 
ton enlarged. 

Card  of  Charles  J.  Guiteau,  Attorney-at-law,  Bos- 
ton. 

Oil  painting  of  Dock  Square,  from  a  sketch  made 
by  Nathaniel  Holmes  in  1811. 

Framed  oil  painting  by  Salmon,  "The  Wharves  of 
Boston  in  1829,"  from  the  estate  of  his  brother, 
the  late  Edmund  Quincy. 

A  watch  case  belonging  to  the  late  Billings  Briggs  ; 
also  his  portrait,  and  two  Tam  o'  Shanter 
pitchers. 

A  ticket  to  the  Peace  Jubilee  Chorus  in  1872. 

Photographs  of  the  Roxbury  floods,  etc. 
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Roby,  Warren  G. 
Russell,  Samuel  H. 

Russell,  Mrs.  S.  H. 
Salter,  Miss  Edith  H. 

Seagrave,  Daniel 
Sprague,  Frank  W. 


Urbino,  S.  R. 
Watson,  William 


Weston,  Mrs.  F.  E. 

Whitmore,  Wm.  H. 

Willard,  Miss  Susanna 
(Loan.) 

Young,  Mrs.  E.  W. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Colored  photograph  of  Daniel  Webster,  from  a 
daguerreotype  in  possession  of  the  donor. 

Broadside  of  the  Boston  Federal  Band,  of  which 
John  Howard  Payne  was  captain,  1803;  Badge 
and  Ribbon  of  the  Cincinnati  (by  Lady  Playfair) 
once  owned  by  Gen.  Dearborn,  and  worn  in 
Washington's  presence  in  1789. 

Three  volumes  of  policies  of  Marine  insurance  in 
1803,  kept  by  N.  P.  Russell,  as  successor  to  Peter 
C.  Brooks. 

Wooden  post  to  support  a  street  lantern,  taken 
from  the  attic  of  No.  i  Staniford  Street  (Dr. 
Salter's  house)  where  it  had  been  for  sixty-five 
years ;  a  bill  of  1841,  with  view  of  the  Old  Cor- 
ner Bookstore. 

Two  pairs  of  silver  shoe  buckles,  once  belonging 
to  Ethan  Allen  Greenwood,  of  the  Columbian 
Museum. 

Broadsides:  "The  Chesapeake  and  Shannon'''' \ 
"The  Co]istitution  and  Java''''-.  '^  The  Peacock 
and  Hornet "'"';  California  Mining  Co.,  1849; 
ship  Duxbury,  etc. 

A  tile  from  the  Hancock  house. 

A  French  map  of  Boston  during  the  siege,  1776. 
Presented  to  Professor  Watson  by  M.  Muret, 
Surveyor  of  the  city  of  Paris. 

Order  of  exercises,  Boston  Female  Asylum,  1812; 
and  other  broadsides. 

Maps  to  accompany  Hales'  "  Street  Maps  of  Bos- 
ton." 

A  hatchment,  of  framed  embroidery,  of  the  Willard 
arms,  worked  by  Miss  Mary  Willard,  daughter 
of  President  Willard  of  Harvard  College,  when 
a  schoolgirl  in  1795. 

Carved  ship's  figurehead  made  by  Isaac  Fowle 
about  1820. 
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BOSTONIAN   SOCIETY. 


ORGANIZED    TO  PROMOTE    THE   STUDY  OF    THE    HISTORY  OF  BOSTON, 
AND    THE  PRESERVATION  OF   ITS  ANTIQUITIES. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. 

OBJECTS. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  members,  so  far  as  it  may  be  in  their  power,  to 
carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Society,  by  collecting,  by  gift,  loan,  or  purchase, 
books,  manuscripts,  and  pictures,  and  by  such  other  suitable  means  as  may 
from  time  to  time  seem  expedient. 

II. 

MEMBERS. 

The  members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  shall  be  such  persons,  either 
resident  or  non-resident  in  Boston,  as  shall,  after  having  been  proposed  and 
accepted  as  candidates  at  any  regular  monthly  meeting  by  the  Directors,  be 
elected  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 

III. 

HONORARY   AND    CORRESPONDING   MEMBERS. 

Honorary  and  Corresponding  members  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Direc- 
tors, and  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present 
and  voting.  They  may  take  part  in  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  but  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION   FEE   AND   ASSESSMENTS. 

Each  member  shall  pay  five  dollars  at  the  time  of  his  admission,  and  five 
dollars  each  first  of  January  afterwards,  into  the  treasury  of  the  Society  for 
its  general  purposes  ;  but  if  any  member  shall  neglect  to  pay  his  admission 
fee  or  annual  assessment,  for  three  months  after  the  same  is  due,  he  shall 
be  liable  to  forfeit  his  membership  at  any  time  when  the  Directors  shall  so 
order. 

The  payment  of  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  in  any  one  year  by  any  member 
of  the  Society  shall  constitute  him  a  life  member  of  the  Society ;  life  mem- 
bers shall  be  free  from  assessments,  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  annual  members.  The  money  received  for  such  life  membership 
shall  constitute  a  fund,  of  which  not  more  than  twenty  per  cent,  together 
with  the  annual  income,  shall  be  spent  in  any  one  year. 
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V. 

CERTIFICATES. 

Certificates  signed  by  the  President  and  countersigned  by  the  Treasurer, 
shall  be  issued  to  all  persons  who  have  become  life  members  of  the  Society. 

VI. 

MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  January,  and  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
every  month,  excepting  June,  July,  August,  and  September,  at  such  time 
and  place  as  the  Directors  shall  appoint.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called 
by  the  Clerk,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Directors. 

At  all  meetings  ten  members  shall  be  a  quorum  for  business.  All  Com- 
mittees shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

VII. 

OFFICERS. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  nine  Directors,  a  President,  a  Clerk, 
and  a  Treasurer.  The  Directors,  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  shall  be  chosen  by 
ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  and  shall  hold  office  for  one  year, 
and  until  others  are  duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  President  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  from  their 
number,  at  their  first  meeting  after  election,  or  at  any  adjournment  thereof. 

The  offices  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  may  be  held  by  the  same  person. 

VIII. 

VACANCIES. 

Any  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  the  office  of  Clerk  or 
Treasurer,  may  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  at  any  regular  meet- 
ing of  the  Society,  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and 
voting. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Clerk  at  any  meeting  of  the  Society,  a  Clerk  pro 
tempore  shall  be  chosen. 

IX. 

NOMINATING    COMMITTEE. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  in  December,  a  Nominating  Committee  of  five 
persons  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  report  at  the  annual  meeting  a  list  of 
candidates  for  the  places  to  be  filled. 
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X. 

PRESIDING   OFFICER. 

The  President,  or  in  his  absence,  one  of  the  Directors,  shall  preside  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Society.  In  the  absence  of  all  these  officers,  a  President 
pro  tempore  shall  be  chosen. 

XI. 

DUTIES   OF   THE   CLERK. 

The  Clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

He  shall  notify  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  He  shall  keep  an  exact 
record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  at  its  meetings. 

He  shall  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Society,  and  place 
on  file  all  letters  received. 

He  shall  enter  the  names  of  members  systematically  in  books  kept  for  the 
purpose,  and  issue  certificates  of  life  membership. 

The  Clerk  shall  have  such  charge  of  all  property  in  the  possession  of  the 
Society  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  delegated  to  him  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

He  shall  acknowledge  each  loan  or  gift  that  may  be  made  to  and  accepted 
in  behalf  of  the  Society. 

xn. 

DUTIES   OF   TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  shall  collect  all  moneys  due  to  the  Society,  and  pay  all 
bills  against  the  Society,  when  approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

He  shall  keep  a  full  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  a  book 
belonging  to  the  Society,  which  shall  always  be  open  to  the  inspection  of 
the  Directors ;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  he  shall  make  a 
written  report  of  all  his  doings  for  the  year  preceding. 

The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  with 
one  surety,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

xni. 

DUTIES   AND   POWERS   OF   DIRECTORS. 

The  Directors  shall  superintend  and  conduct  the  prudential  and  executive 
business  of  the  Society ;  shall  authorize  all  expenditures  of  money ;  fix  all 
salaries  ;  provide  a  common  seal ;  receive  and  act  upon  all  resignations  and 
forfeitures  of  membership,  and  see  that  the  By-laws  are  duly  complied 
with. 

The  Directors  shall  have  full  power  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  lease 
of  the  rooms  in  the  Old  State  House,  made  with  the  City  of  Boston,  and 
to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  required  in  the  premises. 
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They  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  April,  make  a  careful  comparison  of 
the  articles  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  with  the  list  to  be  returned  to 
the  City  of  Boston  under  the  terms  of  the  lease,  and  certify  to  its  correct- 
ness. 

They  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society. 

The  Directors  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  such  sub-committees  as 
they  deem  expedient. 

In  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Clerk  or  Treasurer,  they  shall  have 
power  to  choose  a  Clerk  or  Treasurer  pro  tempore  till  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Society. 

XIV. 

MEETINGS   OF   DIRECTORS. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  on  the  day  previous  to 
the  regular  meetings  of  the  Society,  at  an  hour  to  be  fixed  by  the  President ; 
special  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
appoint;  and  a  majority  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  business. 

XV. 

FINANCE   COMMITTEE. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint  two 
Directors,  who,  with  the  President,  shall  constitute  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  to  examine,  from  time  to  time,  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer ;  to  audit  his  accounts  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  to  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  proposed  expenditures  of  money. 

XVI. 

STANDING   COMMITTEES. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint  four 
standing  committees,  as  follows  : 

Committee  on  the  Rooms. 

A  committee  of  seven  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on  the 
Rooms,  of  which  the  President  and  Clerk  of  the  Society  shall  be  members 
ex-officiis,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Rooms, 
(except  books,  manuscripts,  and  other  objects  appropriate  to  the  Library,) 
offered  as  gifts  or  loans ;  the  hanging  of  pictures,  and  the  general  arrange- 
ment of  the  Society's  collections  in  their  department. 

Committee  on  Papers. 

A  committee  of  three  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on  Papers, 
who  shall  have  charge  of  the  subject  of  papers  to  be  read,  or  other  exercises 
of  a  like  nature,  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Society. 


76 


Committee  on  Membership. 

A  committee  of  five  or  more  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on 
Membership,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give  information  in  relation  to  the 
purposes  of  the  Society,  and  increase  its  membership. 

Committee  on  the  Library. 

A  committee  of  five  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Library,  including  the 
acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  books,  manuscripts  and  other  objects  appro- 
priate to  the  Library,  offered  as  gifts  or  loans,  and  the  general  arrangement 
of  the  Society's  collections  in  their  department. 

These  four  committees  shall  perform  the  duties  above  set  forth,  under  the 
general  supervision  of  the  Directors. 

Vacancies  which  may  occur  in  any  of  these  committees  during  their  term 
of  service  shall  be  filled  by  the  President. 

XVIL 

AMENDMENTvS   TO    BY-LAWS. 

Amendments  to  the  By-laws  may  be  made,  at  any  annual  meeting,  by 
the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting.  They  may  also 
be  made  by  the  like  vote  at  any  regular  meeting,  provided  notice  of  the 
same  be  contained  in  a  call  for  such  meeting  issued  by  the  Clerk,  and  sent 
to  every  member. 


